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VOLUNTARY CODE OF CONDUCT FOR CANDIDATES FOR A BRISBANE CITY COUNCIL ELECTION  

ATTACHMENT A TO AP209 ELECTION PERIOD POLICY

INTRODUCTION

The purpose of the Voluntary Code of Conduct for Candidates for a Brisbane City Council Election (the Code) is to:

· maintain public confidence in the electoral process by promoting conditions conducive to the conduct of free and fair elections;

· provide general guidance to candidates on what is fair and reasonable conduct in elections, thereby ensuring candidates know what is required of them.

APPLICABILITY

This Code applies during all Council elections.  

DEFINITIONS

Candidate – for the purposes of this Code, a candidate is any person who is publicly identified as a candidate in a Brisbane City Council election, either by the candidate’s party or through the actions of the person in the case of independent candidates.  

The Code applies to candidates who are so publicly identified before they are formally nominated as a candidate under the Local Government Electoral Act 2011.

The Code binds candidates personally, and not their agents.  Candidates are expected to make all reasonable efforts to ensure their campaign workers are aware of and observe the standards of conduct set by the Code, and of the public interest in free and fair elections.

LEGISLATION

Candidates should be familiar with the following legislation:

· City of Brisbane Act 2010;

· Local Government Electoral Act 2011;

· Council Local Laws and Subordinate Local Laws;

· Code of Conduct for Brisbane City Council Councillors. 

CONDUCT OF CANDIDATES

Candidates shall conduct themselves and their campaigns so as to maintain and strengthen the public’s trust and confidence in the democratic election process, and promote integrity in our electoral system.

Candidates shall:

· Act honestly in making representation about the candidate’s own claims for election, and their intention to represent the electorate;

· Act honestly in making representations about the claims of other candidates for election;

· Only make public statements about an opponent’s personal affairs that the candidate knows are true;

· Avoid making frivolous or vexatious complaints to Council’s Chief Executive Officer, Electoral Commission of Queensland, the Crime and Misconduct Commission or other authority against an opponent during a campaign;

· Respect and uphold the laws of the Commonwealth of Australia, the State of Queensland and Brisbane City Council;

· Avoid conduct which would tend to compromise a free and fair election process;

· Avoid conflicts of interest arising from advocating election policies or proposals which would specifically deliver a private material personal interest to the candidate or an associate;

· Avoid placing themselves under any financial obligations that might influence them in discharging their duties and responsibilities if elected as a Councillor;

· Avoid influencing or affecting another person’s election choices by giving, or promising, or offering to give, a benefit of any kind to anyone else;

· Comply with the Electoral Funding and Financial Disclosure requirements under the Local Government Electoral Act 2011.

· Comply with all requirements of candidates under Brisbane City Council Local Laws, with particular consideration given to the Local Law (Control of Advertisements), Advertisement Subordinate Local Law 2005 and the Election Advertising Guidelines;

In addition, where a candidate intends to distribute Council collateral, including flyers, brochures and newsletters, as part of a signed campaign information booth, they shall maintain two separate information stands:

· one that contains information about Council’s business operations; and

· one that contains information about the candidate and his or her election policies, his or her political party and any political material.

· Comply with all requirements of candidates under the City of Brisbane Act 2010, the Local Government Electoral Act 2011, the Electoral Act 1992, and any other relevant legislation.
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