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    Christmas in Brisbane
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This December, Brisbane City transforms into a Christmas wonderland 
with an exciting program of free and festive events.  

Get into the Christmas spirit with pop-up festive performances in 
Queen Street Mall from 5 December.  

Visit King George Square for the City Hall Lights show throughout  
December. The dazzling light display runs every 15 minutes from 7.30pm 
to midnight, creating a magical atmosphere for families and friends. 

While you’re at King George Square, don’t miss Brisbane’s beautiful 
Christmas tree, plus, take advantage of great shopping options nearby 
to tick off your Christmas shopping list.

Make a night of it and head to Roma Street Parkland for The Enchanted 
Garden, Brisbane's most anticipated light show (see page 10).

Visit christmasinbrisbane.com.au for the full program. 

Who lives behind the tiny doors that have popped  
up in the city this Christmas? Find all 14 whimsical  
doors for a magical family outing. For locations,  
visit christmasinbrisbane.com.au

Christmas in  
the suburbs
There’s plenty to see and do  
in the suburbs to get you into 
the Christmas spirit! Here’s 
just a sample. 

There's free, festive fun for 
the whole family including live 
entertainment and outdoor 
games at Christmas Fest, 
3–6pm, Saturday 13 December 
at Guyatt Park, St Lucia. 

Bring along your picnic rugs, 
camping chairs and glow  
sticks to the Bracken Ridge 
Carols Spectacular, from 
4–8pm Sunday 14 December.  

From 9–19 December, join us 
and have some festive fun at 
our 3 environment centres 
with nature journaling, wildlife 
experiences and games. 

And don’t forget that Brunswick 
Street Mall, Fortitude Valley, 
comes alive with end-of-year 
celebrations, roaming acts and 
pop-up performances daily. 
For more festive events across 
Brisbane, visit the ‘What’s on’ 
page on our website.

Christmas Appeal
Your support, no matter how big or small, can bring joy to vulnerable 

families this Christmas. Please consider giving now to the  
Lord Mayor’s Charitable Trust Christmas Appeal!



Free and affordable school holiday fun  
School holiday adventures start in Brisbane with a wide range of 
activities for all ages and interests.   

City Hall comes alive with free fun   
Start your school holidays with Museum of Brisbane’s free Little Artist’s 
Eye Spy and Micro Museum sessions or step into history with a Clock 
Tower Tour.  

Embrace the outdoors   
Try something new with fishing, stand-up paddle boarding, scootering, 
yoga, cycling and skateboarding sessions. Search for sessions and 
book on our website.

Get creative   
There’s plenty on offer for teenagers and young people under 25 too. 
Make your creative dreams a reality at Visible Ink, Fortitude Valley, with 
free rehearsal spaces, a recording studio and a wide range of equipment 
to use.  

Pallara sports park preview 
A sports field and clubhouse have been unveiled in the concept plan 
for the southside’s Pallara District Sports Park.

The concept plan follows the community’s feedback about the area 
and also includes an on-site car park and bus drop-off. 

It’s all part of our commitment to create more to see and do in the suburbs 
and enhance and maintain more than 2,180 parks across the city. 

To view the concept plan, visit our website and search ‘Pallara District 
Sports Park’.

Brisbane’s newest 
playgrounds
We’ve been working to make 
Brisbane’s lifestyle even better 
by delivering major parks and 
park upgrades.  

Discover the super-fun 
playground,  water-play area, 
sandpit and basketball courts at 
our award-winning Archerfield 
Wetlands District Park (below).   

But that’s only the beginning.  
Take the family out to explore 
this year’s hottest upgraded 
parks, including:  

� Glindemann Park,  
Holland Park 

� Wynnum Wading Pool  
Park playground  

� Taringa Playground Park   

� Pickleball court at  
Dash Street, Keperra 

� Macaranga Crescent Park, 
Carseldine 

� Jamboree Park,  
Jamboree Heights  

� Martindale Street Park, 
Chermside West.  

Visit our website and search 
‘parks’ to find your next big 
outdoor adventure. 
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Beams Road 
snapshot   
We’ve been working on Beams 
Road to help ease congestion 
and keep Brisbane moving. It’s 
been a big project involving 
some big numbers. 

The equivalent of 1,000 wheelie 
bins of concrete have been 
poured on the project, 
including on the Cabbage Tree 
Creek culverts, stormwater 
pits and new footpaths.

Here’s a few more statistics on 
construction so far:  

� 150 metres of new 
reinforced concrete 
stormwater pipes laid 

� 8 power poles removed 
and replaced with new ones  

� 2 gas utilities upgrades 
completed, including 225 
metres of new gas pipeline  

� 390 metres of new 
communication conduits 
and cables installed, 
including Telstra and NBN 
cabling 

� 115 metres of electrical 
conduits installed for 
lighting and intelligent 
communications. 

'Tis the season to be mowing 
Our mowing schedule ramps up in summer as we maintain more than 
70,000 hectares of grass across the city during peak growing season.

We usually mow parks every 2 weeks, with our more popular green 
spaces getting a weekly snip.

Significant rainfall can disrupt our grass cutting scheduling, but you 
can be sure our crews will be out as soon as they can to keep our parks 
green, safe and enjoyable for everyone.
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Story Bridge footpaths now open
New decking is now in place on both sides of the Story Bridge, ensuring 
safe access across the iconic bridge for pedestrians, cyclists and 
everyone on mobility devices.  

Works were completed ahead of schedule, with crews using a purpose-
built rolling rig to lay the custom decking over the ageing footpaths. 

In 2026, we’ll finalise the Story Bridge Restoration Business Case, jointly 
funded with the Australian Government, to plan for the bridge’s crucial 
restoration over the next 15 to 20 years.



     A century of shaping Brisbane bus services 
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Since December 1925, our bus fleet has shaped the way Brisbane lives, 
works and travels. What began with 6 buses has grown into Queensland’s 
largest bus network with turn-up-and-go, high-capacity and fully electric 
metros keeping Brisbane moving into the future. 

1925
Our first bus service rolls out on 1 December, with just 6 buses.

1940
We launch cross river services with the opening of the Story Bridge.

1948
We acquire 20 private bus companies, becoming the biggest bus 
operator in Queensland. 

1969
Tram services cease on 13 April and are largely replaced with 340 new 
Leyland Panther buses, giving us a total fleet of 700 vehicles. 

1974
We employ our first female bus drivers.

1994
Electronic ticketing replaces pre-printed tickets. 

2019
We launch free off-peak travel for seniors on our buses.  

2022
The first metro vehicle arrives in Brisbane ready for testing. 

2024
We introduce metro vehicles as a trial on Route 169 services.

2025
We launch Brisbane Metro M1 and M2 routes as part of Brisbane’s New 
Bus Network. The network provides an additional 160,000 trips each year.

Visit our website for more on Brisbane’s proud bus history.

Road upgrades 
keep Brisbane 
moving   
Brisbane is one of Australia’s 
fastest-growing cities, which 
is both a challenge and an 
opportunity when it comes to 
our roads.  

We're keeping Brisbane moving 
with clearway reviews and 
road upgrades.  

Safety upgrades in Moorooka, 
Red Hill and Morningside, 
as well as new crossings and 
resurfacing works, are making 
travel smoother and safer.  

The next stage of the Beams 
Road upgrade is underway, 
and our crumbed rubber trials 
are paving the way for longer-
lasting roads.  

We’re also designing safety and 
accessibility improvements at 
the intersection of Archerfield 
Road, Azalea Street and Pine 
Road in Inala and Richlands, 
and at the intersection of Esher 
Street and Toohey Road in 
Tarragindi. 

With year-round pothole 
repairs, road resurfacing, and 
Black Spot upgrades, we’re 
committed to easing congestion 
and making it easier for you 
to get where you need to be 
sooner and safer.



Tips to keep mozzies and flies away 
We're ready for mozzie and fly season with our spraying program 
underway. Are you? Everyone can follow these tips to reduce the risk 
of getting bitten by mosquitoes. 

	� Wear loose-fitting, light-coloured clothing with long sleeves and pants. 

	� Apply insect repellent to exposed skin and avoid mosquito-prone 
areas at dawn and dusk. 

	� Use mosquito coils, lanterns and insecticide devices. 

	� Ensure windows and doors are screened, remove any standing 
water in containers and check rainwater tank screens are intact. 

To reduce flies, keep outdoor areas clean, secure bin lids and promptly 
clean up pet food and waste. 

For more information, search ‘invasive plants and animals’ on our website.

Green bins: The gift that keeps on giving 
Make good use of your green bin this summer to keep your garden 
jolly and thriving. 

Hoe, hoe, hoe your weeds before they seed to stop them spreading. 

Fa-la la la lawn care: Mow regularly during the cooler parts of the day 
and avoid cutting the grass too low to keep your lawn lush in the heat. 

‘Tis the season for light trimming, so stick to light pruning and gentle 
maintenance. Heavy cuts in extreme heat can stress your trees.  

Start 2026 on the right foot by embracing better garden waste 
recycling habits – new year, new bin, new routine! 

For more information, search ‘green waste recycling service’ on our website. 

Local news

POOL SAFETY  
AT HOME 
Keep friends and family safe 
around the pool this summer. 
Make sure your pool fence 
is secure with no gaps along 
the pool fence boundary 
greater than 100 mm and no 
objects nearby within 900 mm 
of the fence that can be 
climbed. Check that gates 
are self-latching and are kept 
closed at all times, and always 
supervise children in pool or 
spa areas. 

CONGESTION 
BUSTING UPGRADES    
We’ve finished road upgrades 
along Logan Road, near 
Plimsoll Street in Greenslopes. 
We’ve made the right turn 
into Plimsoll Street safer by 
extending the right-turn lane 
and painting new line 
markings to improve safety 
for motorists and cyclists. 

WALK IN HISTORY   
Before you start your Oxford 
Street Christmas shopping, 
download the Bulimba 
Heritage Trail map to explore 
the area’s history. Did you 
know that swimming baths 
were constructed on the river 
in 1926? Or that the Royal 
Queensland Yacht Squadron 
started in the Bulimba Reach 
of the Brisbane River? Head to 
our website to find out more. 
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Please check details and confirm with organisers that 
events are still going ahead before you make plans. 

Check out the  
Brisbane app for  
more event listings!

 

Listen on Council's  
website, Spotify or  
wherever you listen to  
your favourite podcasts.

LIVING IN

LIVE!

STAND-UP PADDLE 
BOARDING
20 January, 10–11am, 
Bayside Park, Manly
Learn the basics of paddle 
boarding. To book, visit 
scsurfschools.com.au

ROCK CLIMBING
20 January, 8–10am, 
Kangaroo Point Cliffs Park 
Conquer your fears and 
learn the thrill of climbing 
safely with qualified 
facilitators. To book, visit  
pinnaclesports.com.au

KICKBOXING
22 January, 11–11.45am, 
Captain Burke Park, 
Kangaroo Point 
Learn fun moves in a safe 
environment. Beginners 
welcome. To book, contact  
davidkingtkd@gmail.com
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WEST END MARKETS
20 December, 6am–2pm, 
Davies Park, West End
Enjoy live music, fresh 
produce with the community 
under the fig trees. 
brisbane.qld.gov.au 

FREE

FR
E
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ABSEILING
15 January, 8–10am, 
Kangaroo Point Cliffs Park 
Experience the thrills of 
abseiling with qualified 
instructors. To book, visit 
pinnaclesports.com.au

$6

$6

KAYAKING
22 December,  
9.30am–12.30pm,  
Heath Park, East Brisbane
Join us for an adventure on 
your local waterway. To book, 
visit paddleqld.asn.au

$6

LASERTAG
13 January, 2–3pm, 
Laserforce, Woolloongabba
Enjoy 3 fun and active games 
of indoor laser tag action. 
Bookings essential. Visit 
laserforce.com.au

$10

FREE

MULTICULTURAL GAMES
7 January, 10am–12 noon,  
Captain Burke Park,  
Kangaroo Point 
Play a range of games from 
around the world. To book, visit 
lifebeinitfunworks.com.au

$6

DIVING
7 January, 10–11.30am,  
Sleeman Sports Complex, 
Chandler
Learn how to leap off 
springboards safely. To book, 
visit divingqld.org.au

6–17 YRS

8–17 YRS

6–17 YRS

10–17 YRS

1
0

–17
 Y

R
S

$
6

10–17 YRS

GOLD 'N' KIDS
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REGIONAL EVENTS

CUT OUT WHAT'S on and stick it on YOUR fridge! 






