
 
Asbestos in Local heritage places 

A GUIDE TO REPLACING ASBESTOS-CONTAINING SHEETING IN BRISBANE’S HERITAGE PLACES

Asbestos fibre-cement sheeting and 
other asbestos-containing materials 
(ACM) were commonly used for internal 
and external cladding due to their quick 
installation and resistance to fire, termites 
and moisture. Many Local heritage places 
in Brisbane still contain ACM, particularly 
those built before 1940 that were later 
renovated or repaired.  

This fact sheet covers:

• asbestos materials

• best practices for repair and replacement

• record keeping.
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Approvals

Works to Local heritage places
Some works involving asbestos may require a 
development approval. 

Brisbane Local heritage places are protected under 
the Heritage overlay of the local planning scheme, 
Brisbane City Plan 2014 (City Plan).  

If your property is a Local heritage place, you may 
require approval. Works that will have more than a 
minor impact on the cultural significance of a heritage 
place require development approval. 

Minor works that have no impact, or no more than a 
minor impact, on the cultural significance of a heritage 
place may be eligible for an exemption certificate. 

Before starting a project, visit brisbane.qld.gov.au and 
search ‘heritage properties’ and ‘heritage exemption 
certificates’ or call Brisbane City Council on 3403 8888 
and ask to speak with a Planning Information Officer. 

For more information about heritage places and their 
values search Local Heritage Places online. 

State heritage places  
The Queensland Government is responsible for 
assessing and approving works on State heritage 
places, which are places identified in the Queensland 
Heritage Register and are important to Queensland. 
For more information, visit qld.gov.au and search 
‘changing or developing heritage places’.

https://cityplan.brisbane.qld.gov.au/eplan
https://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/
https://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/planning-and-building/do-i-need-approval/restoring-and-researching-heritage-properties
https://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/planning-and-building/planning-guidelines-and-tools/brisbane-city-plan-2014/supporting-information/heritage-exemption-certificates
https://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/planning-and-building/planning-guidelines-and-tools/brisbane-city-plan-2014/supporting-information/heritage-exemption-certificates
https://heritage.brisbane.qld.gov.au/
https://www.qld.gov.au/
https://www.qld.gov.au/environment/land/heritage/development


Asbestos-containing 
materials
Asbestos-containing materials (ACM) including 
fibre-cement sheeting were commonly used in 
Australian construction during the 20th Century 
until the late 1980s. Materials were imported 
from Britain until 1915 when Australia started to 
manufacture these products.

Although ACM was banned in Australia in 2003, 
removal is not required if the material remains in 
good condition. Owners of Local heritage properties 
may retain undamaged and undisturbed asbestos 
sheeting. If removal is necessary, modern asbestos-
free alternatives are available that offer similar 
appearance and durability.

Types of asbestos
Two main types of ACM were used in Australian 
construction:

1. non-friable (bonded) asbestos

2. friable (loosely bonded) asbestos.

Non-friable asbestos poses low health risks if 
undisturbed and undamaged, but the risk increases 
when it is disturbed. Friable asbestos is more 
hazardous and must only be handled by licensed 
asbestos contractors.

If asbestos is suspected, the material should not be 
disturbed. Activities like sanding, pressure cleaning, 
or cutting can release dangerous fibres into the air.

Identification
Visually identifying ACM is difficult. It’s best to consult 
a licensed asbestos assessor for laboratory testing.

Likelihood of ACM by construction year:

Pre-1980s Mid-1980s Post-1990

Highly likely Likely Unlikely

If unsure, assume materials contain asbestos.

Common ACM products
• Roof sheeting (flat shingles and corrugated profiles)

• Gables, soffits and eaves linings

• Ceiling tiles and sheeting

• Internal and external wall cladding, textured coatings

• Imitation brick cladding

• Some older linoleum floor coverings and underlays.

For more information, see the Queensland 
Government’s Asbestos: A guide for minor renovation 
and the Asbestos products gallery.

Safe alternatives
Modern fibre-cement sheeting, made with 
cellulose fibres, offers a safe and accessible 
alternative to asbestos, with similar appearance, 
sizes and profiles.

Best practices
Follow best practice conservation advice for 
ACM works. 

• Know the legal requirements for asbestos 
identification, handling and disposal. Consult the 
Queensland Government’s Asbestos website and 
Council’s hazardous waste disposal page. Engage 
licensed specialists if needed.

• Inspect and assess ACM carefully. If unsure, treat 
it as asbestos and follow legal requirements. Leave 
it undisturbed if in good condition; replace only if 
damaged beyond repair.

• Consider the site’s heritage significance. Review 
the place citation on Local Heritage Places online to 
guide work planning and protect heritage values.

• Plan works carefully to avoid accidental damage to 
ACM and heritage elements.

• Secure necessary approvals, develop a work plan 
and consult specialists as required.
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https://www.asbestos.qld.gov.au/sites/default/files/asbestos-home-renovators-trades-guide.pdf
https://www.asbestos.qld.gov.au/know-where-asbestos/asbestos-products-gallery
https://www.asbestos.qld.gov.au/
https://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/bins-waste-and-recycling/reducing-waste-at-home/hazardous-waste-disposal
http://heritage.brisbane.qld.gov.au/


Record keeping
Before starting works, document existing materials, construction and decorative features using 
detailed photographs, measurements and drawings to guide accurate replacement.

• Take clear, front-on colour photographs of the 
entire area, capturing the size, profile, finish and 
layout of existing materials.

• For larger projects, use a key plan to show photo 
locations and directions.

• Measure, sketch or trace over elevation photos to 
record existing dimensions (technical drawings 
are not required). Include:

-   length, width, depth and profile of ACM sheeting

-   width, material, profile and arrangement of 
battens, mouldings and cover strips

-   surface finish details (e.g. smooth).
Illustrative examples of documenting 
existing ACM construction

Figure 2. Example drawing of fixings, roof sheet 
profile, sheet size and cover strip fixture.

Figure 1. Example layout of smooth sheet 
cladding and timber cover strips.
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Maintenance
Maintenance should only occur on ACM in 
good condition.

• Consider options such as cleaning, painting or 
sealing to preserve its condition and improve 
appearance. Follow Queensland Government 
safety guidelines for these tasks.

• Avoid disturbing asbestos fibres or creating 
airborne risks. Any disturbance must comply 
with legal requirements.

• The ACM type, condition and quantity will 
determine if a licensed contractor is required 
and what safety and disposal measures apply.

Removal and replacement
To minimise impacts on heritage values, 
replacement sheeting should match the 
original construction for Local heritage places. 

• ACM removal must follow strict legal 
requirements, depending on the size, type 
and condition of materials.

• Replacement materials—such as battens, 
mouldings and cover strips—should match 
the original in size, profile, finish, appearance, 
location and arrangement.

Matching and installation

Sheet materials (wall, ceiling, 
soffit cladding)
• Modern fibre-cement sheeting is asbestos-free, 

durable, easy to use and low maintenance.

• Replacement materials should match original 
ACM in length, width, thickness, profile  
(e.g. square edge) and finish (e.g. smooth).

• Select edge profiles that replicate the original.

• Follow manufacturer guidelines for cutting and 
safety procedures.

Battens, cover strips and mouldings 
(architraves, skirting, cornices) 
• Reuse existing non-ACM materials where possible.

• If reuse is not viable, replacement materials should 
match the original in width, profile and layout.

Roof sheet
• Consider full replacement using a corrugated metal 

roof sheet in a matching colour with a similar depth 
and wider-spaced corrugations.

• Modern alternatives to original ‘Super Six’ asbestos 
sheeting are available, including rolled sheet metal 
in similar profiles.

• Replacement materials must not cause corrosion or 
damage to significant features, including damage 
caused by the effects from contact between 
dissimilar metals.

Useful references
• Brisbane City Council, Hazardous waste 

disposal, 2025, www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/bins-
waste-and-recycling/reducing-waste-at-home/
hazardous-waste-disposal

• Queensland Government, Asbestos, 2018-
2025, www.asbestos.qld.gov.au 

• Queensland Government, Asbestos: A guide 
for minor renovation, 2021, www.asbestos.
qld.gov.au/sites/default/files/asbestos-home-
renovators-trades-guide.pdf

• Victoria Government, Sealing, painting, 
coating and cleaning of asbestos cement 
products, 2019, www.asbestos.vic.gov.au/in-
the-workplace/sealing-painting-coating-and-
cleaning-asbestos-cement-products

Disclaimer
This document has been prepared with all due diligence and care based on the best available information at the 
time of publication. This document is not a substitute for professional advice or expertise. Employing a conservation 
specialist to carry out significant work on any heritage item is recommended. Brisbane City Council gives no warranty 
in relation to the information within this document and accepts no liability for any decisions made by other parties 
based on its use.
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http://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/bins-waste-and-recycling/reducing-waste-at-home/hazardous-waste-disposal
http://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/bins-waste-and-recycling/reducing-waste-at-home/hazardous-waste-disposal
http://www.asbestos.qld.gov.au/
http://www.asbestos.qld.gov.au/sites/default/files/asbestos-home-renovators-trades-guide.pdf
http://www.asbestos.qld.gov.au/sites/default/files/asbestos-home-renovators-trades-guide.pdf
https://www.asbestos.vic.gov.au/in-the-workplace/sealing-painting-coating-and-cleaning-asbestos-cement-products
https://www.asbestos.vic.gov.au/in-the-workplace/sealing-painting-coating-and-cleaning-asbestos-cement-products
https://www.asbestos.vic.gov.au/in-the-workplace/sealing-painting-coating-and-cleaning-asbestos-cement-products
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