
 

 

 

SECURITY LABEL: OFFICIAL 

Minor Street Tree Pruning  

Techniques 
Guidelines for minor street 

tree pruning  

• Permits for minor street tree pruning 

suit simple maintenance and hazard 

reduction work.  

• Only branches that are less than 25mm 

thick may be pruned.  

• All trimmed foliage/branches will be 

promptly removed from footpaths, 

driveways, road reserves and disposed 

of in an appropriate manner, e.g. at a 

green waste facility or suitable Council 

bin.  

• Only clean, sharp hand tools are to be 

used. Chainsaws or telescopic or 

extendable loppers are not to be used.  

• Branches should be no higher than 

2.5m from the ground so work can be 

undertaken by standing on the ground.  

• Sucker growth at the base of tree/s may 

be removed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Correct Pruning Techniques 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Safety considerations  

Be aware of hazards and risks posed to yourself 

and others when carrying out minor street tree 

pruning work. There are a number of safety 

issues permit holders should consider. These 

include:  

• carrying out all pruning work from the 

ground (i.e. not on a ladder) 

• wearing appropriate clothing and safety 

equipment (gardening gloves, 

protective clothing, safety/sunglasses, 

sunscreen, covered shoes and a hat)  

• keeping pedestrians and yourself off 

the road  

• keeping footpaths clear of tools and/or 

plant material  

• looking up before pruning to keep 

pruning equipment away from 

overhead power cables. (For more 

information on how to stay safe around 

electricity contact Energex on 13 12 53 

or www.energex.com.au). 

• using appropriate hand tools only (i.e. 

no chainsaws). 

Works are to be 

undertaken from 

the ground using 

clean, sharp hand 

tools. 

Properly pruned 

sucker growth 

removed from 

the tree base 

Natural target point 

 
Make the final pruning 

cut by using secateurs 

placed as close to the 

natural target point as 

possible. 

Final cut is clean and 

close to main branch 

and does not leave a 

stub. 

http://www.energex.com.au/

