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1 Introduction
These guidelines outline Brisbane City Council’s local laws as they relate to Election Signs. They also explain how the organization enforces these laws across Brisbane. 

Compliance and Regulatory Services (CaRS) is responsible for regulating Election Signs. All CaRS enforcement activities are delivered in line with CaRS commitment to a fair, safe and livable Brisbane.

In context of Election Signs enforcement, this generally means issuing a warning infringement notice for first offences, an infringement notice for second and further offences, and potential prosecution for ongoing non-compliance.

The safety of persons near Election signs is always a paramount importance. If an authorized person reasonably believes an Election Sign constitutes a safety hazard, they will take appropriate and necessary action to remove the hazard.

Initial enquiries about Election Signs should be made to Council’s Contact Centre on 07 3403 8888.

2 Election Signs

Certain conditions apply to Election Signs in both public spaces and on private property. Election Signs must not obstruct pedestrians or traffic, constitute a safety hazard or interfere with public infrastructure. No Election signs are to be erected or placed on a median strip or roundabout.

Election Signs, either static or handheld (including waving placards), may be displayed provided they comply with the relevant conditions below.

2.1 Election Signs on footpaths

Election Signs on footpaths may be displayed at any time as part of an Election Display. An Election Display is the area in which a custodian has responsibility for the Election Signs as well as any tables or chairs. A custodian must not be more than six (6) meters away from any sign in the Election Display at any time.

Quantity and specifications of signs
· The maximum number of Election Signs that may be displayed per Election Display is four signs.

· A double-sided Election Sign is counted as two signs.

· The maximum size of each Election sign is 0.6 m2.

Other signs advocating for a particular cause or issue may be included in an Election Display as part of the maximum number of signs, with permission of the custodian. If a sign advocating for a particular cause or issue is not a part of an Election Display, written approval from Council will be required.

2.2 Election Signs in parks or malls

The following activities are not permitted in Council parks and designated malls without a permit:

· Erecting signs.

· Using temporary structures covering more than 15 m2.

· Distributing written materials.

It has been Council’s long-standing practice not to issue permits for the above activities if they are related to election purposes. 
2.3 Election signs at polling locations other than City Hall on the Election Date (including Pre-polling)

The broad requirements for Election Displays at polling locations are the same as Election Displays on footpaths prior to the Election Date. The exception to this is that each registered political party or independent candidate may only erect on Election Display at each entrance to the polling place.
2.4 King George Square specified area

The King George Square Specified Area includes the access laneway immediately in front of City Hall between Adelaide Street and Ann Street, and the footpath areas of these two streets immediately beside City Hall. Election Signs may be placed or erected in the King George Square Specified Area for the period that pre-polling occurs at City Hall, provided that:

· Each registered political party or independent candidate may have no more than four Election Displays in the King George Square Specified Area. 

· Other signs advocating for a particular cause or issue may be included in an Election Display as part of the maximum number of signs, with permission of the custodian; If a sign advocating for a particular cause or issue is not part of an Election Display, written approval from Council will be required. 

· The maximum number of Election Signs that may be displayed per Election Display is four signs.
· A double-sized Election is counted as two signs.

· The maximum size of each Election Sign is 0.6 m2.

· The custodian must always be in a position to visibly supervise the Election Display and remain within the King George Square Specified Area.

· No Election Displays are allowed within six (6) meters of the entrance to City Hall.

2.5 Mobile Vehicle Election Signs

During the permitted exhibition period, written approval from Council for Mobile Vehicle Election Signs will not be required provided the signs adhere to the following conditions:

· The vehicle is lawfully parked.

· Maximum length of the sign is 3.5 metres.

· Maximum height of the sign is 2 metres. 

· Maximum area of the sign is 7 m2.

These provisions do not apply to messaging incorporated into the livery of a vehicle (such as a ‘wrapped car’).
2.6 Election Signs including electronic display components

· If the Election Sign involves the use of digital media, the sign must only use static images i.e. no animation or moving pictures.

· For Mobile Vehicle Election signs, digital images must not change while the vehicle is in motion

· For parked (standing) vehicles, the digital image must not change any more frequently than every eight seconds

· If, in the opinion of an authorized person, the use of any digital image interferes with the safe operation of traffic signals, or otherwise distracts drivers, the officer will take appropriate enforcement action.

2.7 Continuous signage

Prior to the Election Date, no continuous signage devices may be exhibited.

On the Election Date, continuous signage devices may be erected at a polling place provided they;

· are not attached or affixed to any Council infrastructure or asset

· do not constitute a safety hazard

· do not obstruct pedestrian or other traffic 

2.8 Private property
Election Signs may only be placed on private property during the permitted exhibition period.
As with all Election Signs, signs on private property must not constitute a safety hazard for any person using the footpath or public space adjoining the property where the sign is located. 

Election Signs on private property must also not constitute a traffic safety hazard for any vehicle passing the property on which the sign is located. 

3 Offence

The offence of unlawful exhibition of advertisements (including Election Signs) is created under Section 8 of the Advertisements Local Law 2013, which states:

8
Unlawful exhibition of advertisements

1. An advertisement must not be exhibited in the area unless-

(a) The advertisement is a permitted advertisement; or

(b) Council has given written approval for the exhibition of the advertisement.

2. If an advertisement is exhibited in contravention of subsection (1), the advertiser is guilty of an offence

Maximum penalty – 50 penalty units. 

3.1 Enforcement of Election Signs

In broad terms, the enforcement of unlawful advertisements, including Election Signs, is a graduated and escalating process involving a range of enforcement actions including:

· Community engagement and education.

· Warning infringements for first offences.

· Infringements after second and, potentially, subsequent offences.

· Seizure and confiscation of signs.

· Prosecution of recidivist offenders.

It is the responsibility of each candidate to ensure that all persons assisting with their campaign are aware of the Election Sign laws and these enforcement guidelines.

The person responsible for the Election Sign must ensure that the exhibition of the sign is lawful.

If a person exhibiting an Election Sign for a candidate receives a warning infringement for an offence, and another person exhibiting a sign for the same candidate commits a further offence, this offence may be dealt with by way of an infringement.
As outlined previously, the safety of the community will always be the primary focus of Council’s Election Sign enforcement. 
4 Definitions
Advertisement:                   
means an advertisement or sign that is visible from a road  or other public place and  includes a structure that  forms part  of the advertisement or sign, or to which it is attached, or on which it is exhibited.

Advertiser:                           
means a person by whom an advertisement is exhibited or whose business or place of business is advertised by the advertisement; and includes a person who manages and controls, or has power to manage or control, the place in which the advertisement is exhibited.

Authorised Person:            
means a person authorised by Council to exercise the powers of an authorised person under this local law.

Candidate: 
in respect of an Election Sign—

(a) means a person who has become a candidate under section 93(3) of the Electoral Act 1992 (Qld);
(b) includes an elected member or other person who has announced or otherwise indicated an intention to be a candidate in an election.

Continuous Signage:
includes bunting, streamers or continuous plastic sheeting.

Custodian:
the person responsible for the Election Signs in an Election Display;

Election date:                        
means the specified pre-polling or polling day for an election, referendum or plebiscite.

Election Display:                     
means an area of a footpath (or other area on which Election Signs are permitted) occupied by an Election Sign or group of signs under the supervision of a custodian and includes any table and chairs in that area.

Election Sign:                        
is a temporary advertisement advocating for or against the election of a candidate or candidates or a registered political party in respect of—

(a) a Commonwealth Government Election Campaign; 

(b) a State Government Election Campaign;

(c) a Brisbane City Council Election Campaign.

It also includes Election Signs with an electronic display component, a Mobile Vehicle Election Sign and a placard being held by a person.

Electronic Display:
part, or the whole of a sign which uses an image projector, bulbs,

Component:                          
LEDs, LCD or similar devices which are used to present the content of the sign.

Entry to a polling place:
the entry as stipulated by the local returning officer or that officer’s appointee.

King George Square:
the access laneway immediately in front of City Hall between Adelaide.
Specified Area:
Street and Ann Street and the footpath on Adelaide Street and Ann Street immediately beside City Hall. 
Mobile Vehicle:
an Election Sign displayed on a vehicle (including a bicycle) where

Election Sign:
the display of the Election Sign is the primary use of the vehicle.

Party:
includes –

(a) a registered political party;

(b) a candidate who is not a member of a political party.

Permitted Exhibition:
(a) for fixed term elections, referendums or plebiscites, the period

Period: 
beginning 35 days before the polling date and ending on the date which is seven days after the relevant election date; and

(b) for non-fixed term elections, the period beginning on the date on which the write of election is issued and ending on the date which is seven days after the relevant election date.

Polling Place:
a location where voting on an election date takes place.

Referendum: 
includes a plebiscite.

Registered Political Party: 
a political party registered under the Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918, the Electoral Act 1992 or the Local Government Electoral Act 2012.
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