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INTRODUCTION
Long before the Gold and Sunshine coasts gained
popularity as holiday destinations, Sandgate was Brisbane’s
premier seaside resort. Unsurprisingly, the Aboriginal name
for the Sandgate area is Warra, meaning ‘flat expanse of
open water’.
Prior to European settlement, the area was home to a large
Aboriginal population with three camps between Einbunpin
Lagoon and Dowse Lagoon, including part of what is now
the Sandgate Golf Club. The largest camp was located at the
southern end of Flinders Parade and up to the current site
of the Baptist Church. It is also thought that there may have
been a camp at what is now Moora Park.
‘Sandgate’ was first recorded in 1852 following an official
land survey by JC Burnett who used the name to describe
the area in his published survey report. The site for the
proposed village of Sandgate was gazetted on 19 March
1853 and Burnett undertook the first sale of town lots on
Cabbage Tree Head. The sale attracted Thomas Dowse, an
entrepreneur, auctioneer and future town clerk of Brisbane,
who became an advocate for Sandgate until his death in
1885. John Baxter was another early settler in the area.

Original Sandgate
Railway Station, 188
8, John Oxley Librar
State Library of Qu
y,
eensland, Negative
No. 36178

In 1858, a native police encampment was constructed with
barracks housing six troopers under the control of Lieutenant
Fred Wheeler. From 1864, new settlers continued to arrive in
the area displacing the local Aboriginal people.
Among the first to settle the area were the Slaughter, Davie
and Loudin families. Charles Slaughter became the first
postmaster for the district.
The construction of a bridge over Cabbage Tree Creek in
1865 marked the beginning of road improvements in the area,
however it was not until 1876 when daily coach services began
travelling from Brisbane to Sandgate via Nundah.

By 1880 Sandgate was seceded from Nundah shire
and proclaimed a municipal borough and town with a
population of approximately 500 people. Some of the
original town councillors are honoured in the names of
local streets including Townsend, Board, Bott, Kift and
Deagon. When the Sandgate to Brisbane rail line opened
in 1882 the area became a popular holiday and daytrip
destination, with the population growing to 1500 people
over the next ten years.
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ng of Cenotaph at
Sandgate, John Ox
State Library of Qu
ley Library,
eensland, Negative
No. 169182

In 1903 Sandgate was proclaimed a town and
amalgamated into Brisbane City Council in 1925. While
best known as a seaside resort, Sandgate was also home
to a strong community spirit and fundraising for various
organisations was common.
The opening of the Hornibrook Highway in 1935
detoured many tourists away from Sandgate to Redcliffe.
This allowed Sandgate to preserve its early seaside resort
charm and retain many of the colonial buildings that
characterise its streets today.
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Sandgate
railway Station

This modest low-set timber building represents the single
greatest influence in the development of Sandgate as a town
– the extension of the railway.

Sandgate Central Sta
tion, John Oxley Lib
rary, State Library of
Negative No. 169709
Queen

sland,

European settlement of the area started in the 1850s,
but it was the extension of the railway line from Brisbane
to Sandgate in 1882 which transformed it from an outpost
into a very popular holiday and daytrip destination.
From 1860-82, the area was serviced regularly by three
coach companies who operated between Sandgate and
Brisbane, but the journey remained long and arduous.
Authorities recognised the potential for better transport and
in 1881 a contract was awarded to Henry Pear for construction
of Brisbane’s first purpose built suburban rail service.
Governor Sir Arthur Kennedy officially opened the new
station on 11 May 1882, followed by a lunch for nearly 400
people in a large marquee erected near Picnic Point.

The Sandgate line was extended to Shorncliffe in 1897. Originally
located near Curlew Street, the Sandgate station was moved
to its current location in 1909. Sandgate was then renamed
Sandgate Central Station and Shorncliffe became Sandgate
Station until 1938 when the modern names were adopted.
The railway provided a quick and efficient train service for
the growing number of residents commuting to Brisbane,
and enabled travellers to comfortably travel between Brisbane
and Sandgate within a day. Between 1882-1940s thousands
travelled regularly to the seaside resort, with the highest
number of travellers recorded on New Year’s Day in 1899,
when 8000 people travelled to Sandgate to celebrate the
start of the new year.
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Former Sandgate
POST OFFICE

While a temporary post office had operated on Eagle Terrace
since 1864, the coming of the railway created an impetus for
more permanent public buildings to be constructed.

Sandgate Post Office
c1887, John Oxley
Library, State Librar
Negative No. 36239
y of Qu

eensland,

The site of the current post office on Bowser Parade was
purchased in the early 1880s for £800, and erected in 1886-87
to a design prepared in the office of the Queensland Colonial
Architect. The building is believed to be possibly the first
Australian building designed by Scottish-born architect John
Smith Murdoch, working under the supervision of Colonial
Architect JJ Connolly.
The decision to build a new post office was met with public
criticism as it was felt that the amount of post being delivered
to Sandgate did not warrant an office being built before
other public works. The impressive building was considered
uncommonly substantial for what was to later become a
suburban office.

Officially opened 7 May 1887, the impressive new post
and telegraph building reflected government confidence
in the booming economy and the importance of Sandgate
both as a popular seaside resort and growing residential
district. The building housed residential accommodation for
the postmaster on the first floor, with a dining room, post
and telegraph offices and public area on the ground floor.
There was also a detached service-wing housing the kitchen,
servant’s quarters and wash house.
A telephone service was introduced in 1898, and an exchange
installed in 1907. The exchange was moved to a new building
in c1959. The post office remained in operation until c2004
when it was sold to a private owner.
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Sandgate
WAR MEMORIAL

Like many small communities, World War I had a profound
effect on Sandgate. Erection of war memorials peaked between
1919-25 as a means for communities to publicly express their
grief and begin healing. They were also often seen as a matter
of local pride, and believed to indicate an area’s patriotism
and wealth.

Brisbane – Suburbs
– Sandgate, 1960,
John Oxley Library,
State Library of Qu
eensland

The decision to erect a local Sandgate war memorial was first
raised in 1918 to celebrate the Armistice. A committee was
established by the town council to raise funds through public
subscription, and chaired by the Mayor, Alderman WH Bowser.

In his speech at the unveiling Brigidier JH Cannan stated that
Sandgate had lost 51 of the 330 soldiers enlisted from the
local area. A verse was also included on one side, written by
committee member Mr W Lister.

The Sandgate memorial was designed by prominent architect
George Gray Prentice, Director of firm Hall and Prentice,
and built by memorial masons Lowther and Sons at a cost of
approximately £850. Alderman Bowser donated the granite
blocks from his quarry at Samford and the borders of the
trachyte panels were polished Victorian granite – chosen for its
resistance to sea air. Unveiled on 24 February 1924 by Governor
Sir Matthew Nathan, the memorial recorded all the local
servicemen killed in the conflict.

The names of those killed in World War II and Korea were
added in subsequent decades. The large small-leafed fig
located in the surrounding park is believed to have been
planted by Hezekiah Shepherd, an inspector and overseer of
works with the Sandgate Municipal Council, in the early 1880s.
A rotunda was built around the memorial to mark the Australia
Remembers commemorations in 1995.
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EINBUNPIN LAGOON
The area now occupied by the bayside suburb of Sandgate
once offered abundant food and resources from the local
lagoons, mangroves and bushlands.
Einbunpin Lagoon takes its name from a reed (typha) which
was valuable for its fibres and edible roots. Einbunpin is one
of three lagoons in Sandgate, alongside of the largest, Dowse
Lagoon (named after early settler Thomas Dowse), and Third
(Bungwall) Lagoon, named for its supplies of bungwall, an
edible swamp fern root. Local plants such as tea tree, cotton
tree, pandanus and reeds provided material for rope, baskets,
containers and ornaments for the local Aboriginal people.
Originally a free form teardrop-shaped lake, Einbunpin
Lagoon is now kidney-shaped and approximately onequarter of its original size. Aboriginal camps dotted the open
woodlands surrounding the lagoons, swamps and waterholes
and along the foreshores until European settlers started taking
up land in the 1850s.

Einbunpin Lagoon
at Sandgate in 196
1, John Oxley Librar
State Library of Qu
y,
eensland, Negative
No. 69199

The lagoons were valued for their scenic contribution to the
townscape. A haven for wildlife, they also became a popular
spot for hunting, fishing and duck shooting. A windmill and
pumps, erected in the 1920s to provide water to the town from
Einbunpin and Dowse lagoons, were dismantled in the 1940s.
By 1931 the Town Planning Association identified the site as a
landmark worthy of preservation, and in 1934 Ned Hanlon MLA
arranged for the area to be declared a bird sanctuary, park and
recreation reserve. Located in the centre of modern Sandgate,
Einbunpin Lagoon continues to form a natural backdrop for the
civic, community and retail activities in the area.
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COMMERCIAL HISTORY OF
LOWER BRIGHTON ROAD
The commercial character buildings along Brighton Road and
Rainbow Street, dated from the 1880s-1960s, remain important
for their contribution to the streetscape and their local historical
links. As Sandgate developed into a seaside resort in the 1880s,
commercial shops became more common than trade services
with a butcher, grocer, fruiterer, newsagent, chemist and
confectioner opening on Brighton Road. Examples include:
•

Chemist – 37 Brighton Road, corner of Third Avenue.
A single storey masonry corner building with curve profile
façade. Originally a butcher shop and later converted to
a chemist.

•

ANZ Bank – 43 Brighton Road, Spanish Mission style
building constructed in 1968. The building next door (6
Third Avenue) is a single storey timber-framed, fibro-clad
interwar shop which originally featured a tile front (now
removed) and timber footpath awning.

•

Decker Building – corner First Avenue and Brighton Road.

I. B. Best butcher sho
p, cnr Third Ave and
Brighton Rd, John
State Library of Qu
Oxley Library,
eensland, Negative
No. 157290

This two storey masonry building with decorative face brick
façade was named after Brisbane City Council Alderman
Eric Paul Decker who represented Sandgate from 1931-41,
and again from 1941-53.
•

Drill hall (former) – 8 Lagoon Street, current site of shopping
centre. The drill hall was built in 1915, as a training base for
local army units. The introduction of compulsory military
training in 1911 for youths aged 12 years and over created
a need for a training facility, however it was not until World
War I that construction was undertaken at a cost of £886.

•

7 Second Avenue – single storey timber-framed,
fibro-clad interwar shop, with tile front and timber
footpath awning.
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Sandgate

TOWN HALL
Sandgate was initially part of the Nundah Division and known
as the Borough of Sandgate. It was declared the Town of
Sandgate in 1902 and the Sandgate Municipal Chambers
were constructed in Kate Street, Shorncliffe.
Following a fire which destroyed the building in 1910,
Council decided to rebuild in a new, more centralised location.
The chosen site was close to the post office, School of Arts
and relocated Sandgate Central railway station, and created
a dedicated town centre. It previously housed a police building
and railway station master’s residence.
Local resident and architect Thomas Ramsay Hall, designed
the building and Mr J Gemmell won the building contract.
Hall incorporated elements of the new arts and craft movement
in his design and it is one of the few remaining civic examples
of Australian Federation-style architecture.

Sandgate Town Ha
ll, John Oxley Librar
y, State Library of Qu
Negative No. 97787
eensla

nd,

Sir William McGregor, Governor of Queensland, laid the
foundation stone in October 1911 and 11 months later with
a total construction cost of £5000, the building was officially
opened by McGregor at a ceremony attended by 500 people.
The clock tower remained without a clock until 1923 when
Brisbane watchmaker Mr Bright acquired the former Ipswich
Town Hall clock and had it installed. The clock is reputedly
one of the oldest working examples in Brisbane, and was built
by Gillet and Johnstone of Croydon, England in 1877.
After Sandgate’s amalgamation with the greater Brisbane City
Council in 1925, the building has remained a community hall.
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Former

ABORIGINAL CAMPSITE
Before European settlement, the Sandgate area was home to
many Aboriginal people, one of the oldest surviving cultures
in the world. The largest and widely considered most used
Aboriginal campsite stretched from the southern end of
Flinders Parade and along Sandgate Foreshores Park to the
former Baptist Church.
The Aboriginal people continued living in the area with much
courage, strength and resilience. Corroborees held at the site
were attended by as many as 300 people from what is now
Redcliffe, Bribie Island, Brisbane, Durundur and Moreton Island.
Important ceremonies were also conducted at the bora ground
in what is now the Sandgate Golf Links.
Between 1870-80s, local Aboriginal people including King
Sandy (Kerwalli), King Jonny Boat and Margaret Catchpenny
established a successful oyster trade, which sustained
approximately 50 people living in the area during this time.

Group in front of she
lters at Sandgate c18
92, John Oxley Lib
State Library of Qu
rary,
eensland, Negative
No. 145389
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Former Sandgate
B A P T I S T CH
CHU
U R CH

Baptists arrived in Queensland in 1851 and were an established
church in Brisbane by 1855. The first local Baptist services were
held in 1868 on the beach at Sandgate by Reverend BG Wilson,
and a chapel was built in Louden Street in 1872.
With the advent of the railway, the growing population was also
reflected in the growth of the congregation. Plans were made
in the early 1880s to construct a new chapel with land donated
by George Phillips, a former engineer of the Town Council.
Architect Richard Gailey was engaged to design the new chapel
and local builder William Street constructed the church at a
cost of £1300. Steeplejack Mr Collins erected the spire, and
the chapel officially opened on Christmas Day 1887.
Renovations were undertaken in 1928, 1945 and 1986, and the
chapel was used by other local organisations throughout its
history, such as the Freemasons from 1894 until they built their
own lodge in 1920. The Sandgate Baptist Church was the focus
for Baptist worship in Sandgate for more than 100 years. It has
now been converted into a childcare centre.

Sandgate Baptist Ch
urch and the foresh
ore Brisbane c1887,
John Oxley Library,
		
State Library of Qu
eensland, Negative
No. 13198
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THE COTTAGE

40 FLINDERS PARADE

Built in c1888 by William Street for William Albert Wilson, a
surveyor and son of Reverend BG Wilson, this was a significant
home for the time and was representative of the wealthy
professionals who moved to Sandgate during this boom period.
The original dwelling was comprised of seven bedrooms, dining
room, drawing room, office, kitchen, pantry and bathroom
with veranda extending the length of the building along First
Avenue and Flinders Parade.
George Cowlishaw, a highly respected architect and Managing
Director of the Telegraph Newspaper Company, leased the
property at the start of the 19th Century. Recognised locally for
his geniality and warm hospitality, The Cottage became known
as ‘the very temple of good fellowship’.
In the 1950s, Wilson’s descendants converted the building
into flats for 12 people, although it has since been returned to
a single family residence.

Supposed Sandgate
Sensatio at George
Cowlishaw’s Cribb
Trove, National Lib
rary of Australia
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Former

BEACH PICTURE THEATRE
76 FLINDERS PARADE

Early ‘picture shows’ appeared in local Sandgate halls,
including the first town hall, from the 1890s.
By the beginning of the 20th Century, open-air theatres were
located near the kiosks at Moora Park and The Esplanade, and
towards the entrance to the pier. The introduction of ‘talkies’
in the mid-1920s saw a boom in demand for this form of
entertainment. Saturday matinees were popular and generally
included a main feature, supporting film, cartoons, newsreels
and a chapter in a serial.
By the end of the 1930s there were five theatres in the Sandgate
area catering for the demand from locals and tourists alike.
The Beach Picture Theatre, constructed in 1924, caught fire
in 1948 causing extensive damage estimated at £250 to the
theatre’s screening, sound box, curtains and ceiling.

Beach Picture Theatre
, 1929, John Oxley
Library, State Librar
Negative No. 204199
y of Queen

sland,
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Former

KIOSK AND BANDSTAND
The former kiosk and swimming baths were at the hub of the
Sandgate seaside resort.
Designed by Brisbane-based architect Mr HGO Thomas as part
of the Sandgate Municipal Council’s foreshore scheme in mid1900, the original timber kiosk opened on 30 March 1901, with
the Naval Headquarters Band performing renditions of music
from Pirates of Penzance and Gypsy Revels on the bandstand.
The kiosk supplied ices and refreshments to the thousands of
tourists who flocked to Sandgate for their holidays and moving
pictures were shown on its outdoor screen to entertain the
crowds. In the early 1930s the timber kiosk was demolished
and replaced by a brick and stucco building with an enlarged
dining room. The kiosk closed in 1962 and was demolished
soon after. A smaller Victorian bandstand is still standing in
Moora Park, Shorncliffe.

Kiosk c1910, John
Oxley Library, State
Library of Queensla
Negative No. 116196
nd,
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Former

SANDGATE BATHING POOL

Sandgate boomed as a seaside resort during the 1920-30s,
however earlier years saw Flinders Parade lined with bathing
boxes to preserve decency in the era of segregated bathing
and neck-to-knee bathing costumes.
The Sandgate Amateur Swimming Club, founded in 1924,
allowed members to use a designated male swimming
enclosure on the southern side of the pier. The members
lodged a request for a formal swimming pool after deeming
the existing facilities inadequate.
The bathing pool opened on 17 December 1927, with displays
organised by the swimming club. Changing boxes featured a
red tiled roof and brick frontage with ornamental plastering.
Twenty-six ‘double dressing boxes’ catered for families, as well
as single showers. The baths were lit with three high-powered
lamps. The modern facilities enabled swimming carnivals to
be hosted at the baths, drawing large crowds to the new
spectator gallery.

View to Sandgate Bat
hing Pool, John Ox
ley Library,
State Library of Qu
eensland, Negative
No. 89552

The pool was three-quarter filled with the incoming tide and
additional water supplied by a pump. Shark netting installed
to prevent sharks from entering the pool was unsuccessful, as
sharks and other marine life were able to swim through gaps
in the net. In January 1942, a 1.8 metre grey nurse shark was
caught in the pool having entered during the high tide, and in
January 1948, a 2.1 metre shovel nose shark and nine stingrays
were caught.
The original baths were closed and demolished in 1973,
and new baths constructed at a site further north.
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MERIDIAN

130 FLINDERS PARADE
Also known as Meridian Flats, this residence was built in 1885
for prominent publican Peter Murphy, as a hotel for visitors
arriving on the new Sandgate railway line. The Sandgate
Municipal Council, due to the large number of existing public
houses and inns, rejected the proposal so the building was
completed as a private residence.
Murphy leased the property until 1907 when it transferred to
Margaret and Edward Dyer who converted the residence into
a boarding house, renaming it Meridian in 1919.
Well known for their interest in lawn bowls, the Dyers
established a private three-rink green in their garden, with
Edward Dyer helping to found the Sandgate Bowls Club in 1914.
Gender restrictions common at the time prevented women from
patronising the club, so the Dyers allowed women to play on their
private green at Meridian. The house remained with the family until
1990, when the new owners restored it to a private residence.

Meridian, John Ox
ley Library, State Lib
rary of Queensland,
Negative No. 89974
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Broadhurst

FORMER CHILD AND MATERNAL
WELFARE SERVICE HOME
Originally named Broadhurst, this residence was built in
c1900-01 for Hugh and Florence McCall Hicks. Hugh Hicks
was the general manager of Perkins and Company, which
became Castlemaine-Perkins, makers of XXXX beer.
The Brisbane Hospital Committee had rented the property
adjacent to Broadhurst from 1885, converting it into a
convalescent home after discovering that the seaside
helped speed the recovery of hospital patients, especially
those suffering from typhoid fever. Following a visit to his
home in 1901, the committee approached Hicks to purchase
his property, which he sold to them for a generous amount
of £1250.
Mr DF Brown designed alterations to make the building
suitable for use as a convalescent home, with patients
transferred there from December 1901. Nurses worked at
the facility as part of their general hospital training, which
provided ‘on the job’ experience. The residence operated
as a convalescent home until 1942.

Maternal and Child
Welfare Service Ho
me, John Oxley Lib
State Library of Qu
rary,
eensland, Negative
No. 186597

In 1943 the building became the property of the Department of
Health’s Maternal and Child Welfare Section, and was converted
into a residential home for children of seriously ill mothers.
This was part of the government response to World War II,
with husbands serving away for the war effort, leaving families
with a single caregiver. New buildings were added in the
1950s including dining and recreation rooms, but these were
demolished in 1997.
From 1983-94, the property was used by Intellectual Disability
Services to provide long and short term residential care for
children with intellectual disabilities, and as a family respite
centre. This closed in April 1994. The property is now a
private residence.
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CREMORNE

154 FLINDERS PARADE
This unusual addition to the Sandgate architectural landscape
is thought to be an amalgamation of two houses, dating from
c1900 and 1913, for John McCallum in 1922.
The original houses were cottages, owned by Thomas Gray
and the other first owned by Alexander Stirling who named the
house Tangaluma, and then by Marie and William Overell who
renamed it Elanora.
Elanora was bought by McCallum in 1920 which was followed by
the purchase of the neighbouring cottage in 1921. He engaged
architect Lange L Powell to undertake extensive alterations.
The resulting house was named Cremorne after McCallum’s
theatre in Stanley Street, South Brisbane. McCallum and his
wife entertained frequently and were host to famous theatrical
figures and other prominent people.

Cremorne , John Ox
ley Librar y, State Lib
rar y of Queensland
Negative No. 89993
,

McCallum became involved in Sandgate’s social and
civic affairs and served as the inaugural president of the
Sandgate Progress Association.
In 1925 the house was transferred to the Carrick family,
who hosted garden parties and fetes at the property, with
Cremorne becoming the centre for social and fundraising
events in Sandgate during the 1920-30s. Mr Carrick was
engaged to construct Brisbane City Hall while living at
the property. Cremorne was converted into flats in 1937.
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SEVENTH AVENUE,
GRIFFITH STREET, SIXTH AVENUE

These leafy streets showcase examples of the various
residential styles which were popular throughout Sandgate
from the late 19th Century up to the 1960s.
Houses from the 1880-90s are readily identifiable by their
pyramid or short-ridge roofs with stepped verandahs.
These features represent the early boom experienced in
Sandgate with the arrival of the railway and were typically
the homes of wealthy professionals.
There are also numerous examples of houses from 1900-10,
identified by their short-ridge roofs which extend to cover a
verandah. Sandgate had become a premier seaside resort
by this time, and this design continued into the 1920-30s.
Interwar houses are dotted throughout the streetscape and
can be identified by their multiple street-facing gables.

Cropped mark up
of 1946 aerial photo
graph,
Decko, Brisbane Cit
y Council
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Our Lady of

SACRED HEART COMPLEX
The Our Lady of Sacred Heart complex features three historic
buildings as evidence of the development of Catholic worship
in Sandgate.
•

•

The hall – designed by prominent local architect
Andrea Stombuco, the building of the original church
in 1881 marked the consolidation of the local Catholic
community that had relied on visiting priests to celebrate
mass since 1865. With the advent of the railway and
increasing population, a larger church was required.
The church – designed and built by local residents
William Caldwell and William Street in Federation
Gothic-style, the new Sacred Heart Church opened in
1892 and the old church was then used as a school.
Construction was substantially funded by contributions
from the area’s first Catholic priest, Father Connolly.
In 1935 the church was extended to accommodate a
growing congregation.

Sacred Heart Catho
lic Church c1920, Joh
n Oxley Librar y,
State Librar y of Qu
eensland, Negative
No. 150977

In 1894 a convent was built for the Sisters of Mercy, who
ran a school from the old church. The sisters had previously
travelled by buggy from Nudgee to teach Catechism on
Sundays, but as Archbishop Dunne would not allow them
to travel each day to deliver lessons, a more permanent
accommodation was constructed. The building has since
been demolished.
•

The school – by 1919 the school had outgrown the old
church and a new brick facility was built between the
two existing buildings and opened in 1920.
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DOWSE LAGOON
The Aboriginal camps located between Dowse, Einbunpin
and Third lagoons, and the camp at what is now Flinders
Parade, were some of the earliest contact points with
explorers of Moreton Bay.
A native police depot was established between the lagoon
camps where Lieutenant Fred Wheeler oversaw a barracks
of six troopers and police horses kept in paddocks between
Seventh and Eighth avenues.
Camps near the lagoons were still populated by Aboriginal
people during the presence of the police depot from
1859-65, but the closure of the barracks in 1865 saw a revival
of traditional camps. There is a report from c1865-70 that a
corroboree was held with 300 participants, and “hundreds”
canoeing from Bribie Island to attend a burial. Between 1875
and 1885, numbers in the camps had declined to approximately
50 regular inhabitants.

Dowse Lagoon wit
h Nashville Mill be
hind Sandgate c19
John Oxley Librar
10,
y, State Librar y of
Queensland, Negat
ive No. 142679

The population decreased to between five to 12 occupants
from 1890-96. Connections continued however further
along the coast at Moora Park, with people from Deebing
Creek and Durundur Reserve attending picnics and
sporting competitions between 1898-1918.
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COMMERCIAL HISTORY OF
UPPER BRIGHTON ROAD
Rainbow Street provided goods and services to the
Sandgate community from the 1880s until demand prompted
significant expansion into Brighton Road in the 1920-1930s.
Brighton Road, formerly known as Deagon Street, was less
developed than Rainbow Street with only a butcher, tinsmith,
and storekeeper. Trades such as plumbing, painting, building,
tailoring, drapery and coffee making were all located on
Rainbow Street, and in 1893 a phonograph parlour operated
opposite the post office.
Larger commercial buildings remain evident on
Brighton Road, including:
•

The Laurels Arcade – 115 Brighton Road, a two storey timber
building with corrugated iron roof with later additions, now
a selection of shops known as The Laurels Arcade. It was
originally an early hotel and later converted into shops.

Modern Sandgate
Shops, cnr Fourth
Ave and Brighton
John Oxley Librar
Road, 1929,
y, State Librar y of
Queensland, Negat
ive No. 182466

•

Nugents Building – 85 Brighton Road, at the corner
of Fourth Avenue. A single storey masonry building with
a decorative brick parapet and two timber-framed
residences over it.

•

Unity Building – 109 Brighton Road, features a marble
and decorative brick façade.
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