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Lord Mayor’s welcome
Each year, Brisbane City Council offers a
diverse range of learning programs, educational
experiences and support for students, teachers
and schools. I am delighted to present the 2019
school programs, including tailored, engaging
offerings for primary and secondary students
as well as resources for teachers and early
learning centres. These programs are designed
to help grow your Brisbane lifestyle in a clean,
green city by supporting classroom learning and
empowering school communities.
This year’s programs offer a wide range of
learning experiences from hands-on lessons
in our natural areas to student leadership
opportunities and teacher professional
development. It's everyone's responsibility
to keep our city clean and green for future
generations and through these programs we
recognise and support the powerful role our
youngest citizens play in realising this vision.
We have a lot to be proud of living in Brisbane,
with the richest biodiversity of any capital city
in Australia, 35% natural habitat cover and 2100
parks and generous greenspaces offering more
to see and do for our residents and visitors
across the city. Together we’ve achieved a lot,
but there’s more to be done.
Council’s school programs are delivered
by expert educators and are a great way
to encourage young people to live more
sustainably. I encourage you to take
advantage of each of these initiatives.
Graham Quirk
Lord Mayor
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Australian Curriculum Links
Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Histories and Culture

Personal and Social
Capability

Asia and Australia's
Engagement with Asia

Science

English

Sustainability

Health and Physical
Education

Technologies

Humanities and
Social Science
Languages

Mathematics

The Arts
Connectedness, Active Learning
and Communicating

Acknowledgement of
Traditional Custodians
Council acknowledges the Traditional
Custodians of the land which is now
known as Brisbane, and pays our respects
to Elders past, present and emerging.

Primary school
programs
Council’s primary school programs extend classroom learning and
provide experiences to challenge and extend young minds and
support school communities. Take your students out of the classroom
to explore wetland environments, gardens, creeks, the solar system
and the microcosms in your local neighbourhood. Get your students
moving and travelling actively and improve your schools’ carbon
footprint with waste reduction strategies that will have long-term
effects. To find out more or book any of these programs
visit brisbane.qld.gov.au/schools or call Council on 3403 8888.
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Active School Travel
Our award-winning Active School Travel
program offers Brisbane primary schools a
suite of free resources, tools and incentives to
enable students, parents, carers and teachers
to leave the car at home and actively travel to
school. It’s all about creating healthier, more
active students and families, increasing road
safety awareness, creating safer streets and
continuing to tackle traffic congestion.

Program

Overview

Details

Active
School Travel
program

This travel behaviour change program promotes road safety,
walking, cycling, scootering, car pooling and public transport.
Participating schools will receive a range of exciting and valuable
resources, including support from a dedicated Council officer,
assembly presentations, customised travel maps, bike and scooter
skills training and RACQ Streets Ahead road safety sessions.

Cost to schools:
Free

Prep to Year 6

Delivery venue:
At your school

Duration:
Three-year program (apply August-September in the year prior)
Curriculum links:
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Environment Centres’
School Learning Program
The Environment Centres’ School Learning
Program immerses your students in Brisbane’s
natural wonders with a variety of lessons on
offer covering Science, Humanities and Social
Sciences, The Arts and more. Our environmental
educators use guided walks, role-play and
hands-on experiences to extend students’
learning about biodiversity, waterway health
and conservation. Students are encouraged to
explore, ask questions and make connections to
their local natural environment.

Program

Overview

Details

Bush
neighbours

This initiative teaches students about the importance of conserving
natural habitats, keeping bushland and waterways free from
pollution and creating wildlife-friendly gardens. Through tailored
sessions with Council educators, students learn about native
wildlife, connect with their local reserve and develop and deliver an
in-school project to enhance their school’s native habitat. Teachers
receive a valuable resource kit with suggested lesson activities for
before and after the session, as well as Australian Curriculum links.

Cost to schools:
Free

Year 4

Delivery venue:
At your school or local reserve

Duration:
Four sessions from February-November 2019
Curriculum links:

Creek
critters
Prep to Year 3

Students become dip net detectives and investigate how our
local creeks support the lives of people and other living things.
Duration:
Two hours

Cost to schools:
$8.50 per student
(minimum 15, maximum 30)
Delivery venue:
Downfall Creek Bushland Centre

Curriculum links:

May be adapted for lessons at your
school, local reserve or special event

Creek
discovery
Years 4 and 6

Exploring our local creek environments, students will examine how
local catchments support the lives of people and other living things.
Duration:
Half-day session: two hours
Full-day session: four hours plus a lunch break
Curriculum links:
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Cost to schools:
$8.50 per student
(minimum 15, maximum 30)
Delivery venue:
Downfall Creek Bushland Centre
May be adapted for lessons at your
school, local reserve or special event
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Program

Overview

Details

First peoples,
place and
plants

Students explore the first peoples' history, traditional use of natural
resources and connection to country.

Cost to schools:
$8.50 per student
(minimum 15, maximum 30)

Prep to Year 4

Curriculum links:

Duration:
Two hours

Delivery venue:
Boondall Wetlands Environment Centre
and Nudgee Beach foreshore
May be adapted for lessons at your
school, local reserve or special event

Habitats
are homes
Prep to Year 6

Students investigate different habitats to discover their importance
and learn about how all living things are connected.

Duration:
Two hours
Curriculum links:

Cost to schools:
$8.50 per student
(minimum 15, maximum 30)
Delivery venue:
Boondall Wetlands Environment Centre,
Downfall Creek Bushland Centre,
Karawatha Forest Discovery Centre and
Nudgee Beach foreshore
May be adapted for lessons at your
school, local reserve or special event

I spy with my
compound
eyes
Prep to Year 3

Explore the external features that define various minibeasts and
dive into the scrub to investigate the diversity of arthropods
within Brisbane's reserves.

Cost to schools:
$8.50 per student
(minimum 15, maximum 30)

Duration:
Two hours

Delivery venue:
Boondall Wetlands Environment Centre,
Downfall Creek Bushland Centre,
Karawatha Forest Discovery Centre and
Nudgee Beach foreshore

Curriculum links:

May be adapted for lessons at your
school, local reserve or special event

Life by
the sea

Students will be guided through hidden trails at Nudgee Beach
foreshore to discover what living things need to survive in this
extreme environment.

Cost to schools:
$8.50 per student
(minimum 15, maximum 30)

Prep to Year 3

Duration:
Two hours

Delivery venue:
Nudgee Beach foreshore

Curriculum links:

Tidal survival

Explore how living things can survive and thrive in an everchanging mangrove forest and discuss the challenges these living
things face.

Cost to schools:
$8.50 per student
(minimum 15, maximum 30)

Duration:
Half-day session: two hours

Delivery venue:
Nudgee Beach foreshore

Curriculum links:

May be adapted for lessons at your
school, local reserve or special event

Wings of
the world

Each year thousands of migratory birds undertake a treacherous
journey to Boondall Wetlands. Learn about their amazing lives
and what humans can do to enable their long-term survival.

Cost to schools:
$8.50 per student
(minimum 15, maximum 30)

Years 4 to 6

Duration:
Two hours

Delivery venue:
Boondall Wetlands Environment Centre
and Nudgee Beach foreshore

Curriculum links:

May be adapted for lessons at your
school, local reserve or special event

Years 4 to 6
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Lessons in the Gardens
The Lessons in the Gardens program at
Brisbane Botanic Gardens, Mt Coot-tha offers
your students hands-on experiences, where
they can see science theory in action and
explore geographical concepts by observing the
plants and animals that live in our many unique
habitats. With plants from around the world
and living examples of ancient and rare species,
our trained educators will engage your students
in an educational experience that will extend
their learning.

Program

Overview

Details

Aboriginal
games, arts
and crafts

Try string-making and painting, and play a selection of traditional
Aboriginal games. Students also view Indigenous arts and crafts and
learn how they are made, what materials are used and their cultural
significance. Lessons are adapted to suit the year level of the class.

Cost to schools:
$7.40 per student (maximum 30)
Minimum charge per booking $147.70

Prep to Year 6

Duration:
1.5 hours

Delivery venue:
Brisbane Botanic Gardens, Mt Coot-tha

Curriculum links:

Aboriginal
use of
rainforest
plants
Years 2 to 6

Investigate how specific plants are/were used by Aboriginal
communities for food, tools and medicines. Examine and taste
some bush foods and consider the diverse role of plants in
Aboriginal culture.
Duration:
1.5 hours

Cost to schools:
$7.40 per student (maximum 30)
Minimum charge per booking $147.70
Delivery venue:
Brisbane Botanic Gardens, Mt Coot-tha

Curriculum links:

Adaptations
in the
gardens

Using various plant and animal habitats found within the botanic
gardens, develop an understanding of the functions of various plant
and animal adaptations. Investigate how features of these habitats
influenced the development of these adaptations.

Year 5

Duration:
1.5 hours

Cost to schools:
$7.40 per student (maximum 30)
Minimum charge per booking $147.70
Delivery venue:
Brisbane Botanic Gardens, Mt Coot-tha

Curriculum links:
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Program

Overview

Details

City gardens
time traveller

Step back in time as students explore the history of Brisbane
through the City Botanic Gardens and its vital role in the
establishment of the colony of Brisbane. Enjoy the convict role-play
and then discover some of the historically significant plants still
living in the gardens today.

Cost to schools:
$7.40 per student (maximum 30)
Minimum charge per booking $147.70

Years 4 to 5

Delivery venue:
City Botanic Gardens

Duration:
1.5 hours
Curriculum links:

Exploring a
local place

Investigate the Temperate Garden Lagoon and its surrounds,
identify and explore the natural, managed and constructed
features, and create a map highlighting these features.

Cost to schools:
$7.40 per student (maximum 30)
Minimum charge per booking $147.70

Year 1

Duration:
1.5 hours

Delivery venue:
Brisbane Botanic Gardens, Mt Coot-tha
City Botanic Gardens

Curriculum links:

Exploring
special
places in the
gardens
Year 2

Habitat
relationships
Year 4

Visit three special places within the botanic gardens. At each
location students explore the place and gather data, including
the key features of each one. This data is then used to create a
mud map about one of the places visited.
Duration:
1.5 hours

Cost to schools:
$7.40 per student (maximum 30)
Minimum charge per booking $147.70
Delivery venue:
Brisbane Botanic Gardens, Mt Coot-tha
City Botanic Gardens

Curriculum links:

Investigate plant and animal interactions and relationships in
habitats in the gardens. Examine particular roles of living things
(producers, consumers, decomposers) and explore the positive
and negative impacts that humans have on living things.
Duration:
1.5 hours

Cost to schools:
$7.40 per student (maximum 30)
Minimum charge per booking $147.70
Delivery venue:
Brisbane Botanic Gardens, Mt Coot-tha

Curriculum links:

Hands-on art
Prep to Year 3

Explore shape, line, colour and texture with hands-on art
activities that focus on nature as a source of artistic inspiration.
Duration:
1.5 hours
Curriculum links:

Hands-on art
Years 4 to 6

Examine the artistic possibilities of using natural images and
vegetation. Experiment with patterns, balance, structure and
contrast through sketch and making your own creations from
natural materials.
Duration:
1.5 hours

Cost to schools:
$7.40 per student (maximum 30)
Minimum charge per booking $147.70
Delivery venue:
Brisbane Botanic Gardens, Mt Coot-tha

Cost to schools:
$7.40 per student (maximum 30)
Minimum charge per booking $147.70
Delivery venue:
Brisbane Botanic Gardens, Mt Coot-tha

Curriculum links:

Green Heart Schools Primary school programs
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Program

Overview

Details

Investigating
the gardens

Participate in a field study using a habitat in the gardens.
Identify the features of different habitats, then investigate and
collect data to identify living things found there. Students are
encouraged to use the data collected to create a habitat profile.

Cost to schools:
$7.40 per student (maximum 30)
Minimum charge per booking $147.70

Year 6

Duration:
1.5 hours

Delivery venue:
Brisbane Botanic Gardens, Mt Coot-tha

Curriculum links:

Japanese
Garden
Years 4 to 6

Examine the cultural significance of the Japanese Garden
and investigate the overall effect of the design features used.
Students use this setting as inspiration for Japanese sumi-e
painting and haiku poetry.
Duration:
1.5 hours

Cost to schools:
$7.40 per student (maximum 30)
Minimum charge per booking $147.70
Delivery venue:
Brisbane Botanic Gardens, Mt Coot-tha

Curriculum links:

Life stages
Year 2

Using habitats found in the gardens, students investigate living
things, consider their life stages and explore how their needs
may change as they grow.

Cost to schools:
$7.40 per student (maximum 30)
Minimum charge per booking $147.70

Duration:
1.5 hours

Delivery venue:
Brisbane Botanic Gardens, Mt Coot-tha

Curriculum links:

Living things
and their
habitats

Explore and observe a variety of habitats to make links between
the needs and external features of living things and their
habitats. Students consider what makes a healthy habitat and
the possible effects of habitat change.

Year 1

Duration:
1.5 hours

Cost to schools:
$7.40 per student (maximum 30)
Minimum charge per booking $147.70
Delivery venue:
Brisbane Botanic Gardens, Mt Coot-tha

Curriculum links:

Our senses
and the living
world

Students use their senses to explore and observe the world of
living things (plants and animals) in the botanic gardens. Through
hands-on activities, students investigate the needs of these
living things and come to understand how their needs are met.

Prep

Duration:
1.5 hours

Cost to schools:
$7.40 per student (maximum 30)
Minimum charge per booking $147.70
Delivery venue:
Brisbane Botanic Gardens, Mt Coot-tha
City Botanic Gardens

Curriculum links:

10

Green Heart Schools Primary school programs

Program

Overview

Details

Places are
both similar
and different

Using directions and map-reading skills, students locate and
investigate three climate types (arid, temperate and tropical)
and their features. Explore the adaptations of endemic plant
species and the needs of people who live in different climates.

Cost to schools:
$7.40 per student (maximum 30)
Minimum charge per booking $147.70

Year 3

Duration:
1.5 hours

Delivery venue:
Brisbane Botanic Gardens, Mt Coot-tha

Curriculum links:

Plants are
important
everywhere
Year 4

Explore the botanic gardens to locate three different plant
species native to South America, Africa and Australia. After
learning where these plants grow and how they are important to
the people in these countries, students explore the adaptations
of endemic plant species and the needs of people who live in
those climate types.

Cost to schools:
$7.40 per student (maximum 30)
Minimum charge per booking $147.70
Delivery venue:
Brisbane Botanic Gardens, Mt Coot-tha

Duration:
1.5 hours
Curriculum links:

Sensorama
Early childhood
to Prep

Explore the exciting world of plants using language and the
senses of smell, sight, touch and sound. Students create and
take home a fragrant potpourri sachet to remind them of their
botanical explorations.
Duration:
1.5 hours

Cost to schools:
$7.40 per student (maximum 30)
Minimum charge per booking $147.70
Delivery venue:
Brisbane Botanic Gardens, Mt Coot-tha
City Botanic Gardens

Curriculum links:

The active
and healthy
garden
Years 3 to 4

Learn about sustainable gardening, create a vegetable and herb
container garden for the classroom and use fresh herbs and
vegetables to create a healthy snack. Includes a walk through
the Kitchen Garden to look at the worm farm and compost heap,
pick fresh herbs and taste some seasonal produce.

Cost to schools:
$7.40 per student (maximum 30)
Minimum charge per booking $147.70
Delivery venue:
Brisbane Botanic Gardens, Mt Coot-tha

Duration:
1.5-2 hours
Curriculum links:

What’s
living in the
gardens?
Year 3

In a hands-on approach, students investigate and observe
both living (plants and animals), and non-living things in various
habitats. Observation and investigation opportunities are
available for students to collect data and then identify and
group things according to characteristics of living, non-living or
once-living things.

Cost to schools:
$7.40 per student (maximum 30)
Minimum charge per booking $147.70
Delivery venue:
Brisbane Botanic Gardens, Mt Coot-tha
City Botanic Gardens

Duration:
1.5 hours
Curriculum links:
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Rethink Your Rubbish
The Rethink Your Rubbish waste education program offers schools free sessions, resources and
support to help school communities minimise waste and manage natural resources effectively.
Our waste educators deliver a variety of interactive and entertaining lessons that will educate
your students on the importance of waste minimisation and recycling.

Program

Overview

Details

It's not a load
of rubbish

This introductory session helps students explore issues
associated with waste and what they can do about it. It includes
a hands-on experience exploring a worm farm.

Cost to schools:
Free

Prep to Year 6

Duration:
50 minutes

Delivery venue:
At your school

Curriculum links:

Litter bugs
Prep to Year 6

Discover what litter is, where it comes from, its environmental
effects and what can be done to stop people littering.

Cost to schools:
Free

Duration:
50 minutes

Delivery venue:
At your school

Curriculum links:
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Program

Overview

Details

Mad about
worms

Students will learn about organic recycling including how to set
up and maintain a worm farm.

Cost to schools:
Free

Duration:
50 minutes

Delivery venue:
At your school

Prep to Year 6

Curriculum links:

Munch and
crunch
Prep to Year 6

Explore food waste, why it’s a problem and how to reduce it at
home and school.

Cost to schools:
Free

Duration:
50 minutes

Delivery venue:
At your school

Curriculum links:

Nude food
Prep to Year 6

Students will learn about packaging issues and how to pack a
nude food lunch box.

Cost to schools:
Free

Duration:
50 minutes

Delivery venue:
At your school

Curriculum links:

Towards
Zero Waste
Education
Centre
Years 4 to 6

What's in
the bin
Years 4 to 6

Learn about landfill operations, waste management and ways
to reduce your waste at the Towards Zero Waste Education
Centre at the Rochedale Landfill site. As this is a working site,
participant numbers are limited to 50 students per booking.
Duration:
1 hour 20 minutes

Cost to schools:
Free
Delivery venue:
Towards Zero Waste Education Centre,
Rochedale

Curriculum links:

Students will carry out a waste audit to determine the types and
amounts of waste found in a typical school rubbish bin.

Cost to schools:
Free

Duration:
50 minutes

Delivery venue:
At your school

Curriculum links:
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Sir Thomas Brisbane Planetarium
The Sir Thomas Brisbane Planetarium is one of the most advanced in the southern hemisphere.
Take your students on an ‘out of this world’ learning journey to extend their learning about the night
sky, our solar system, galaxy and beyond. The Planetarium, consisting of the Cosmic Skydome and
displays showcasing astronomy and space exploration, offers an immersive, exciting and educational
experience for students to learn about the wonders of the universe.
Program

Overview

Details

Cosmic
Skydome
show and
astronomy
and space
exploration
displays

In the Cosmic Skydome show, our day and night skies are
recreated with digital systems. Students come to understand the
relationships between the earth, sun, moon and planets as well
as star formations, galaxies and the structure and evolution of the
universe. Presentations by our astronomers are tailored to each
year level and can be customised on request. Students can also
explore the astronomy and space exploration display zones to
learn more about our universe. Activity sheets are available for
Years 4 to 6 to help students understand the displays.

Cost to schools:
$9 per student, $13.60 per adult
(maximum 125)

Prep to Year 6

Duration:
Sessions held from Tuesday to Friday during school terms at:
• 10.30am
• 12 noon
• 1.30pm (1.15pm start time is negotiable to assist with
travel time when required)

Prep to Year 3, one free adult admitted
per five students
Years 4 to 6, one free adult admitted per
10 students
Delivery venue:
Sir Thomas Brisbane Planetarium

Curriculum links:
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Discover more with exciting programs
from Council partners
Brisbane Powerhouse

MoB Learn program

This arts centre on the Brisbane River started
its life as a power station in the 1920s. Get your
Year 1 to 6 students closer to the contemporary
culture and arts scene in Brisbane with tailored
sessions for schools, plus a year-round program
of music, dance, film, visual arts, cabaret, circus,
theatre and more. Schools can take a guided
backstage tour and explore the unique heritage
of one of Brisbane’s most iconic buildings.
For more information about the Brisbane
Powerhouse’s school programs and costs,
visit brisbanepowerhouse.org

The Museum of Brisbane (MoB) is the keeper
of our city’s stories and history. Nurture and
inspire your little learners from Prep to
Year 6 with an immersive experience facilitated
by educators and historians with a passion
for fostering the next generation of curious,
creative thinkers. Curriculum-aligned learning
experiences cover a diverse range of subjects
and include unique access to artists, historians,
curators and professional development experts.
To find out more about the MoB Learn program
and costs, visit museumofbrisbane.com.au

Delivery venue:

Delivery venue:

Brisbane Powerhouse,
119 Lamington Street, New Farm

Museum of Brisbane, Level 3, Brisbane City Hall,
King George Square, Brisbane

Curriculum links:

Curriculum links:
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Secondary school
programs
Council is proud to offer student leadership opportunities, lessons and
out-of-classroom experiences to support and extend young people’s
development and learning. Meaningful experiences will help your
learners extend their knowledge and engage with complex concepts
across various disciplines. Practical experiences in a supportive
learning environment will grow your students’ leadership capabilities
and creativity, support their scientific exploration and build their civic
responsibility as they complete school-wide projects to benefit the
school community. To find out more or book any of these programs
visit brisbane.qld.gov.au/schools or call Council on 3403 8888.
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Environment Centres’ School Learning Program
Immerse your students in Brisbane’s natural wonders with a variety of lessons, covering
Science, and Humanities and Social Sciences. Our environmental educators use guided walks,
role-play and hands-on experiences to extend learning about biodiversity, waterway health
and conservation in Brisbane. Students are encouraged to explore, ask questions and make
connections to their local natural environment.
Program

Overview

Details

Creek
catchment
assessments

Half-day program: students learn about creek catchments and
gain a practical understanding of how human activity can impact
water quality and biodiversity. Students compare the health of
two sites by measuring water quality (including pH, phosphates,
nitrates, dissolved oxygen, salinity and turbidity) and assessing
riparian vegetation.

Cost to schools:
Half-day: $8.50 per student
(minimum 15, maximum 30)

Years 10 to 12

Full-day program: students assess sites of your choice along a
creek catchment.
Canoe: a three-hour version of the half-day program using Council’s
canoes to take your class into the heart of a creek system.

Duration:
Half-day session: two hours
Full-day session: four hours plus a lunch break
Canoe session: three hours

Full day: $17 per student
(minimum 15, maximum 30)
Canoe: minimum cost for one group
of up to eight participants is $250.
Additional participants cost $8.50 each
(group maximum is 16, including teachers,
support staff and parents)
Delivery venue:
Boondall Wetlands Environment Centre
May be adapted to be delivered at your
school, local reserve or waterway

Curriculum links:

Creek
discovery

Examining our local creek environments, students will explore
how local catchments support the lives of people and other living
things and how humans impact these environments.

Cost to schools:
Half-day: $8.50 per student
(minimum 15, maximum 30)

Year 7

Duration:
Half-day session: two hours

Full day: $17 per student
(minimum 15, maximum 30)

Full-day session: four hours plus a lunch break

Delivery venue:
Downfall Creek Bushland Centre and
Boondall Wetlands Environment Centre

Curriculum links:

May be adapted for lessons at your
school, local reserve or special event

Tidal survival
Years 7 and 9

Students will learn how important mangrove forests are for
marine life and the part they play in a complex food web.
Duration:
Two hours
Curriculum links:

Wetland
wonders
Years 10 to 12

Students investigate the unique characteristics of wetlands and
the animals which call them home.
Duration:
Two hours
Curriculum links:

Cost to schools:
$8.50 per student
(minimum 15, maximum 30)
Delivery venue:
Nudgee Beach foreshore
May be adapted for lessons at your
school, local reserve or special event

Cost to schools:
$8.50 per student
(minimum 15, maximum 30)
Delivery venue:
Nudgee Beach foreshore
May be adapted for lessons at your
school, local reserve or special event

Green Heart Schools Secondary school programs
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Green Heart Schools
The Green Heart Schools program supports
school communities to make our city cleaner
and greener to grow Brisbane’s liveability.
Through supportive learning challenges and
leadership opportunities students are inspired
and equipped to lead environmental and social
change at their schools.

Program

Overview

Details

Future BNE
Challenge

The Future BNE Challenge is an immersive, exciting and creative
learning challenge delivered as part of World Science Festival
Brisbane. Teams of 10 Year 7 students are challenged to critically
analyse and develop innovative solutions to secure our city’s
environmental sustainability and liveability for the future.

Cost to schools:
Free

Year 7

Delivery venue:
Brisbane City Hall

Duration:
Full-day session, 20 March 2019
Curriculum links:

Student
Environmental
Leadership
Network
Years 8 to 10
(Primarily Year 10)

The Student Environmental Leadership Network (SELN) is a
unique learning and leadership program that directly engages
and supports schools to be cleaner and greener. SELN’s projectbased learning model supports student representatives to
deliver a school-based environmental project. Up to four student
representatives per school attend Council-facilitated meetings
throughout the school year. The Lord Mayor, councillors and
environmental experts attend these meetings to support student
learning and project delivery.

Cost to schools:
Free
Delivery venue:
Brisbane City Hall and Brisbane CBD

Duration:
February-November 2019
Curriculum links:
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Lessons in the Gardens
The Lessons in the Gardens program at Brisbane Botanic Gardens, Mt Coot-tha offers your
students a hands-on experience they will never forget. Explore Aboriginal and Japanese culture
through their use of plants for aesthetic and practical purposes or put science theory into action
to classify plants and investigate botanical evolution.

Program

Overview

Details

Aboriginal
use of
rainforest
plants

Investigate how specific plants are/were used by Aboriginal
communities for food, tools and medicines. Examine and taste some
bush foods and consider the diverse role of plants in Aboriginal culture.

Cost to schools:
$7.40 per student (maximum 30)
Minimum charge per booking $147.70

Duration:
Two hours

Delivery venue:
Brisbane Botanic Gardens, Mt Coot-tha

Years 7 to 12

Classifying
plants and
animals
Year 7

From algae to
angiosperms
Years 10 to 12

Curriculum links:

Investigate habitats in the gardens, develop an understanding
of scientific classification (plant and animal) and learn how
dichotomous keys assist with this classification process.

Cost to schools:
$7.40 per student (maximum 30)
Minimum charge per booking $147.70

Duration:
Two hours

Delivery venue:
Brisbane Botanic Gardens, Mt Coot-tha

Curriculum links:

Use living plant specimens to explore plant evolution from algae
through to angiosperms. Phylogenetic analysis of morphological
and anatomical data allows students to understand the cladistical
approach to classifying plants.
Duration:
Two hours

Cost to schools:
$7.40 per student (maximum 30)
Minimum charge per booking $147.70
Delivery venue:
Brisbane Botanic Gardens, Mt Coot-tha

Curriculum links:

Investigating
cladistics –
real world
applications
Years 11 to 12

Building on the ‘From algae to angiosperms’ lesson, students firstly
examine the morphology and then the DNA sequences of a selection
of plant species to construct cladograms representing the evolutionary
relationships between them.

Duration:
Two hours

Cost to schools:
$7.40 per student (maximum 30)
Minimum charge per booking $147.70
Delivery venue:
Brisbane Botanic Gardens, Mt Coot-tha

Curriculum links:

Japanese
Garden

Examine the cultural significance of the Japanese Garden and
investigate the overall effect of the design features. Students use this
setting as inspiration for Japanese sumi-e painting and haiku poetry.

Cost to schools:
$7.40 per student (maximum 30)
Minimum charge per booking $147.70

Years 7 to 12

Duration:
Two hours

Delivery venue:
Brisbane Botanic Gardens, Mt Coot-tha

Curriculum links:

Green Heart Schools Secondary school programs
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Rethink Your Rubbish
The Rethink Your Rubbish waste education program offers schools
free waste sessions, resources and support aimed at helping school
communities minimise waste and manage natural resources effectively.
Our waste educators deliver a variety of interactive and entertaining
lessons that will educate your students on the importance of waste
minimisation and recycling.

Program

Overview

Details

It's not a load
of rubbish

This introductory session helps students explore issues
associated with waste and what they can do about it. It includes
a hands-on experience exploring a worm farm.

Cost to schools:
Free

Years 7 to 12

Duration:
50 minutes

Delivery venue:
At your school

Curriculum links:

Mad about
worms
Years 8 to 10
(Primarily Year 10)

Munch and
crunch
Years 7 to 8

Students will learn about organic recycling including how to set
up and maintain a worm farm.

Cost to schools:
Free

Duration:
50 minutes

Delivery venue:
At your school

Curriculum links:

Explore food waste, why it’s a problem and how to reduce it at
home and school.

Cost to schools:
Free

Duration:
50 minutes

Delivery venue:
At your school

Curriculum links:

Towards
Zero Waste
Education
Centre
Years 7 to 12

20

Learn about landfill operations, waste management and ways to
reduce your waste at the Rochedale Landfill site’s Towards Zero
Waste Education Centre. As this is a working site, participant
numbers are limited to 50 students per booking.
Duration:
1 hour 20 minutes

Cost to schools:
Free
Delivery venue:
Towards Zero Waste Education Centre,
Rochedale

Curriculum links:

Green Heart Schools Secondary school programs

Sir Thomas Brisbane
Planetarium
The Sir Thomas Brisbane Planetarium is
one of the most advanced in the southern
hemisphere. Take your students on an ‘out
of this world’ learning journey to extend
their learning about the night sky, our solar
system, galaxy and beyond. The Planetarium,
consisting of the Cosmic Skydome and displays
showcasing astronomy and space exploration,
offers an immersive, exciting and educational
experience for students to learn about the
wonders of the universe.

Program

Overview

Details

Cosmic
Skydome
show and
astronomy
and space
exploration
displays

In the Cosmic Skydome show our day and night skies are
recreated with digital systems. Students come to understand
the relationships between the earth, sun, moon and planets as
well as star formations, galaxies and the structure and evolution
of the universe. Presentations by our astronomers are tailored
to each year level and can be customised on request. Students
can also explore the extensive astronomy and space exploration
display zones to learn more about our universe. Activity sheets are
available for Years 7 to 12 to help students understand the displays.

Cost to schools:
$9 per student

Years 7 to 12

$13.60 per adult (maximum 125)
One free adult admitted per 10 students
Delivery venue:
Sir Thomas Brisbane Planetarium

Duration:
Sessions held from Tuesday to Friday during school terms at:
• 10.30am
• 12 noon
• 1.30pm (1.15pm start time is negotiable to assist with
travel time when required)
Curriculum links:

Green Heart Schools Secondary school programs
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Youth development
Council’s youth programs engage, empower and celebrate young people. These programs give
young people the ability to have their voices heard, encourage them to be involved and celebrate
their contributions to growing our Brisbane lifestyle.
Program

Overview

Details

Lord Mayor's
Youth
Advisory
Council

The Lord Mayor's Youth Advisory Council (LMYAC) is a
leadership program where students represent their school and
community, and are a voice for raising issues or sharing ideas that
affect young people. LMYAC representatives attend scheduled
meetings throughout the year with the Lord Mayor, councillors
and selected experts where students discuss, debate and share
ideas to help shape Brisbane's future.

Cost to schools:
Free

Year 10

Delivery venue:
Brisbane City Hall

Duration:
Year long
Curriculum links:
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Discover more with exciting programs
from Council partners
Brisbane Powerhouse

MoB Learn program

This arts centre on the Brisbane River started
its life as a power station in the 1920s.
Get your Year 7 to 12 students closer to
the contemporary culture and arts scene in
Brisbane with tailored sessions for schools,
plus a year-round program of music, dance,
film, visual arts, cabaret, circus, theatre and
more. Schools can take a guided backstage
tour and explore the unique heritage of
one of Brisbane’s most iconic buildings.
For more information about the Brisbane
Powerhouse’s school programs and costs,
visit brisbanepowerhouse.org

The Museum of Brisbane (MoB) is the keeper
of our city’s stories and history. Nurture and
inspire your Year 7 to 12 students with an
immersive experience facilitated by educators
and historians with a passion for fostering the
next generation of curious, creative thinkers.
Curriculum-aligned learning experiences cover
a diverse range of subjects and include unique
access to artists, historians, curators and
professional development experts. To find out
more about the MoB Learn program and costs,
visit museumofbrisbane.com.au

Delivery venue:
Brisbane Powerhouse,
119 Lamington Street, New Farm

Curriculum links:

Green Heart Schools Secondary school programs

Delivery venue:
Museum of Brisbane, Level 3, Brisbane City Hall,
King George Square, Brisbane

Curriculum links:
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Support and
school resources
Council supports schools, students, teachers and educators to
help grow Brisbane’s liveability through inspiring, informative and
creative professional development opportunities. There are also
free resources to help clean your school grounds and support
classroom learning. To find out more or access the resources,
visit brisbane.qld.gov.au/schools or call Council on 3403 8888.
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School-wide resources
Free native plants

School traffic management

Green your school and help grow our city's
urban forest while supporting local wildlife.
Council's free native plants program offers
schools and kindergartens up to 50 free plants
per year. Schools are also invited to celebrate
Arbor Day in October with an additional 50 free
plants plus one plant per Year 1 student available
to order in the months prior.

Council’s traffic management programs aim
to improve road safety around schools and
support safe travel for students and their
families. Schools can receive guidance to
develop tailored traffic management plans,
apply for funding to upgrade pedestrian,
bicycle, car and bus facilities, and infrastructure
improvements such as pedestrian refuge
crossings and footpaths.

My Resilient Schools program
Build resilience and disaster preparedness in
your Year 5 and 6 students with a two-hour
session delivered by trained SES volunteers
and Council officers. Students will learn
about natural hazards that could occur in the
Brisbane area and strategies for preventing and
responding to these hazards.

School waste minimisation
Primary and secondary schools can receive
free assistance to reduce school’s waste,
including a range of resources, advice and
educational materials.

School grants – School Sport and
Recreation Facility Upgrade program
Council provides financial assistance to
Brisbane state schools to fund the upgrade of
existing school sport and recreational facilities.
Grant open from 28 January to 18 March 2019.

Green Heart Schools Support and school resources
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Student support
Gold Star Reading Club

Visible Ink Youth Hub

Encourage your Year 1 to 6 students to improve
their reading and literacy skills with the Gold Star
Reading Club at Council libraries across Brisbane
from May to July 2019. Monthly incentive prizes
are offered for reading achievements.

Open to young people from 12-25 years old,
the Visible Ink Youth Hub offers a central
place to explore new ideas, be enterprising,
access resources, have a say and connect
with community partners. Create, collaborate
and bring your project to life with access to
computers, audio visual equipment, meeting
and rehearsal spaces, and more. Visit the hub
on the ground floor, Maida Lilley Centre,
5 Green Square Close, Fortitude Valley.

ibrary.com.au
This is the official Booklr of Council libraries.
The site is designed to provide high school
students in Brisbane with direct links to free
library resources for study, updates about free
events in Brisbane and regular articles by
local bloggers.

Student resources
Resources are available on Council’s website
to support classroom activities, school
assignments, learning and homework for
primary and secondary students. Learn more
about the history of Brisbane and Council,
environment and waste, traffic and transport
and online games covering topics from the
water cycle and city building to composting.

Opening hours:
• Wednesday, 12 noon-8pm
• Thursday, 12 noon-8pm
• Friday, 12 noon-8pm
• Saturday, 9am-12 noon
To find out more visit visibleink.org

Summer Reading program
Engage children from Prep to Year 6 in reading
activities during the Christmas school holiday
period at their local library. Recommend this
program to your students to improve their
literacy skills in preparation for the new year.
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Teacher resources
Green Heart Schools e-newsletter
Subscribe to this quarterly e-newsletter for
updates each term on sustainable learning
programs, events and activities. Receive
resources, enter competitions and access support
to keep your school clean, green and sustainable.

Green Heart Schools Teacher
Professional Development Day
Increase your confidence and skills in teaching
sustainability in the classroom with this free,
full-day workshop at the Brisbane Botanic
Gardens, Mt Coot-tha. Experts will guide you
through engaging strategies using creative
teaching methodologies to teach science,
geography, sustainability, the arts and student
leadership. The session will arm teachers
with resources, activities and ideas, and
demonstrate how Council's school learning
programs and resources can be used as
valuable teaching resources.

Waste minimisation professional
development
Council’s waste education officers are available
to conduct free professional development
sessions for early learning, primary and
secondary school staff about waste minimisation
and resource management at your school.

Waste Smart Kindy program
This online professional development course
provides early learning educators with the
knowledge, skills and resources to introduce and
maintain sustainable waste practices at a kindy.

Green Heart Schools Support and school resources

27

Brisbane City Council
GPO Box 1434
Brisbane Qld 4001

Printed on sustainable paper

CA18-810451-03-3913
© 2018 Brisbane City Council

brisbane.qld.gov.au
3403 8888
/BrisbaneCityCouncil
@brisbanecityqld
@brisbanecitycouncil

