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Living in Brisbane

December 2021 – January 2022 Edition:
Free buses for Christmas: Lord Mayor
It’s been another challenging year for our CBD retailers.

While the recent removal of some COVID restrictions has helped, the number of people in Queen Street Mall is still down on pre‑pandemic levels.
So, I’ve stepped in to help them with a major new initiative: free Council bus travel on the two weekends before Christmas.

Under my plan, all travel on our fleet of more than 1200 buses will be free from 10-12 December and from 17-19 December.

It means whenever residents or visitors hop on a Council bus during these periods, there will be no need to pay. Full stop.

I hope everyone uses this opportunity to do a bit of Christmas shopping in the city or try out one of our fantastic CBD cafes and restaurants.

While in the city, families can also tie in a visit to some of our great Christmas in Brisbane activities, such as the Lord Mayor’s Christmas Carols or a visit to our incredible City Hall lights display.

Have a Merry Christmas.
Adrian Schrinner

Lord Mayor

’Tis the season
It’s looking a lot like Christmas in Brisbane, with the city’s 21-metre tree towering over King George Square and Christmas events sweeping across the city.

The Lord Mayor’s Christmas Carols return to Riverstage on Saturday 11 December. This year’s event is ticketed and supports charity partner, Foodbank. It’s also being broadcast on the Nine Network on Sunday 19 December, with highlights screened on Christmas Day.

Join in the festive fun at free family events in the CBD, including a light and sound retelling of The Night Before Christmas (see page 2), and South Bank Parklands (page 3).

The gift of free travel for Christmas
Make the most of free bus travel on the weekends before Christmas to take a trip into Brisbane’s CBD.

The festive season is in full swing and it’s a great time to visit the city to do a spot of Christmas shopping and visit some of the Christmas in Brisbane events at the same time.

Council buses will be free from Friday 10 December to Sunday 12 December and from Friday 17 December to Sunday 19 December.

While in the city, check out The Lott by Golden Casket City Hall Lights from 10-24 December in King George Square. Watch a colourful animation projected onto Brisbane’s most iconic building, telling the classic tale, The Night Before Christmas. The dazzling visual and sound display starts at 7.30pm and is repeated every 15 minutes until midnight.
Download the free Brisbane app from your device’s app store for Christmas events across the city.
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Please Donate to our Christmas Appeal

Spread the joy this Christmas. 
Donate to lmct.org.au
Christmas at South Bank
Brisbane’s riverfront parkland is getting into the holiday spirit with a range of free and ticketed activities from 18–23 December.

The South Bank Christmas Show

Head to the Piazza for live music, singing, dancing and circus acts. Tickets start at $6 per person, with family deals available.

Christmas Cinema presented by eatSouthBank

Enjoy free films and family favourites under the stars at River Quay Green.

Festive Beats presented by eatSouthBank

Let live performances by local artists provide the soundtrack to your picnics and evening strolls.

Santa’s Stopover

Snap your Christmas 2021 photo with Santa and Mrs Claus. Book your spot in the queue at the booth near Flowstate Pavilion.

Kids Craft and Storytelling

Listen to stories, make your own Christmas koala instrument and sing along with Santa’s elves.

For more information, visit christmasinbrisbane.com.au
Five ways to have a sustainable Christmas 
1. Support local businesses and consider gifts like vouchers to a restaurant or spa, or for an experience.

2. Stock up on reusable cups, plates and serveware at your local op shop or Council’s Treasure Troves in Geebung and Acacia Ridge, and avoid single-use items.

3. Avoid over-catering to save space in your fridge, manage leftovers by asking guests to BYO containers and compost your scraps.

4. Send e-cards rather than paper cards, repurpose paper cards into gift tags and recycle the offcuts.

5. Make your own wrapping paper out of children’s artwork or choose recycled options if buying new.

Did you know? You can swap to a larger household recycling bin for free. Visit our website to order one today. 
Christmas calendar 
3-24 December – Christmas on Queen 

Queen Street Mall 11am-3pm daily, as well as 4.30-8.30pm during late-night shopping, free.

10-24 December – The Lott by Golden Casket City Hall Lights

King George Square, 7.30pm to midnight, free.

11 December – Lord Mayor’s Christmas Carols

Riverstage, City Botanic Gardens, 4-9pm, $5. ticketmaster.com.au 

18-23 December – The South Bank Christmas Show

South Bank Piazza, 6.30pm and 8pm, from $6. oztix.com.au
18-23 December – Festive Beats

Presented by EatSouthBank 

Little Stanley Street Lawns and River Quay Green, South Bank Parklands, 4-9.45pm, free.

18-23 December – Santa’s Stopover & Kids Craft and Storytelling

Flowstate, South Bank Parklands, 4-9.30pm, free.

18-23 December – Christmas Cinema

Presented by EatSouthBank 

River Quay Green, South Bank Parklands, 6.15pm (family screening) and 8pm, free.

For more information, visit christmasinbrisbane.com.au
Local News
More reasons for summer reading
Calling all little readers! Visit your local library these school holidays to join the Summer Reading program. Open from 11 December to 23 January, this year’s theme is ‘Where I read’. Read books and join free library activities, including science shows, cartooning classes and writing workshops to collect 10 stickers and win a library bag.
New Bonsai House
Construction is underway on the new Bonsai House at Brisbane Botanic Gardens, Mt Coot-tha. The new structure will have locally sourced recycled and sustainable materials and be fully accessible. You can still see some of the bonsai at the Visitor Information Centre, with the rest remaining in the nursery until the Bonsai House reopens in 2022.
Become a habitat carer in 2022
Making a New Year’s resolution to support the environment? Join a Habitat Brisbane group and help look after local bushland. It’s also a great way to meet people, develop new skills, and be more active and healthy. Find your nearest group on our website.
Cinema in the suburbs
Gather friends and family for a picnic and movie under the stars during the holidays at local parks like Einbunpin Lagoon Park in Sandgate or Wittonga Park in The Gap.

Screenings are free and some parks even allow furry friends to come along. 

Take your picnic chairs or blanket and get in early to reserve a prime spot before films start after sunset.

Some events will even offer pre-movie activities, such as food trucks, face painting and local business stalls, ensuring a relaxed and fun night out for all the family.

Search ‘outdoor cinema’ on our website to find a screening near you.
Safer local roads
We’re upgrading major corridors with more lanes and better intersections to improve safety and traffic flow in Indooroopilly, Rochedale, Ransome, Mt Gravatt and Bracken Ridge.

In Bracken Ridge, the Norris and Barbour roads intersection upgrade includes installing traffic lights with pedestrian crossing signals to replace the roundabout and building a shared pathway along the eastern verge of Norris Road.

The upgrade enhances safety for all road users, improving access to public and active transport options and local parks for walkers and riders. The new turning pockets and slip lanes also reduce congestion along Norris and Barbour roads for general traffic and buses.

For all road project updates, visit our website.
Spotlight on Coorparoo

Did you know ‘Steven’s Town’ was an alternative name suggested for Coorparoo? ‘Coorparoo’ is believed to have been chosen by local residents who gathered in 1875 and decided that the area and the new school should be named after the word said to be the Aboriginal name for Norman Creek (‘Kulpurum’).

Early settlers built several distinctive homes and buildings that can still be found in the area, including Coorparoo Shire Hall (built in 1892 and still available for hire), Langlands (built in 1883 and part of Villanova College) and Hatherton (1886, now the Queen Alexandra Home).

Today, Coorparoo is a mix of old and new, with character-rich Queenslander-style homes, the bustling lifestyle hub, Coorparoo Square on Old Cleveland Road, and plenty of parks for picnics and play.

Save the date: Get a head start on your Christmas shopping at The Market Folk’s Coorparoo Square market on Sunday 12 December, 9am-1pm.
Download the free Brisbane app from your device’s app store for ideas on where to eat, shop and play in Coorparoo.

Save the date

7 December - 31 January

Applications open for the Lord Mayor’s Creative Fellowships.

11 December - 23 January

Council’s 33 libraries will host the Summer Reading program.

13 December

Applications close for Council’s Environmental Grants.

13 December

Applications close for Council’s Sustainability Grants.
21 December 

Guide to Food Licensing drop-in sessions, 20-minute timeslots from 2-4pm at the

Brisbane Business Hub in Brisbane City, free.

February 2022

Brisbane’s vibrant celebration of Asian culture, the BrisAsia Festival, is back. Explore the flavours, sights and sounds of the region, with Lunar New Year events, dance, theatre and more.

Visit brisbane.qld.gov.au for more information.
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Free off-peak public transport for mature citizens

Conditions and exclusions appl

Search Free Seniors Travel on Council’s website.
Trees that light up the night
Brisbane shines at night with its twinkling trees. From giant figs to roadside palms wrapped in fairy lights, illuminated trees give our suburbs a special glow.
Make the most of the summer nights at these locations:
· City Botanic Gardens, Brisbane City (near the Goodwill Bridge)

· Racecourse Road, Hamilton

· Captain Burke Park, Kangaroo Point

· Orleigh Park, West End

· Wynnum Wading Pool Park playground, Wynnum

· E.E. McCaskie Oval, Kelvin Grove

· Given and Latrobe terraces, Paddington

· Oxford Street, Bulimba.

Search ‘creative lighting’ on our website for more decorative lighting locations.
Soak up the sights from a CityCat deck
There’s never been a better time to cruise the river!

Later this month you’ll be able to catch a Cross River ferry or CityHopper to the new Howard Smith Wharves ferry terminal under the Story Bridge. Stick around to enjoy one of Brisbane’s premier riverside dining precincts or take the lift up to explore the Valley precinct.

An upgraded ferry terminal is also opening at South Bank. Jump off a CityCat or ferry to roam through the gardens, grab a bite and a pint, or take a dip at Streets Beach.

Take a ride on one of our four double-decker CityCats. Enjoy panoramic views from both decks, with lower windows in the main cabin allowing passengers in mobility devices to enjoy the river

sights too.
Download the Brisbane app from your device’s app store for places to eat, shop and play along the river.
Top parks for a New Year’s Day picnic
From the bayside to the suburbs, here are some of the best picnic spots to kick-start the New Year.
· Decker Park, Brighton Say hello to 2022 with a day full of sand, sun and playground fun by the bay.

· New Farm Park, New Farm Pack a picnic, roll out a rug by the river, send the kids to the playground and smell the roses - literally!

· Kalinga Park, Kalinga Kick off the year with a family fun day, with shade, a huge playground and pathways for bikes and scooters.

· Rocks Riverside Park, Seventeen Mile Rocks Pack some sangers and head southside for water play, ball games and playgrounds for all ages.
Find more information and other places to play via the Brisbane app.
Have your say on Green Bridges

Concept designs have been released for the Toowong to West End and St Lucia to West End Green Bridges, which will make it even easier to walk and ride around our city and enjoy

greenspaces along the Brisbane River.

The Toowong to West End Green Bridge will have a new landscaped riverfront greenspace and landing plaza in Toowong, as well as viewing platforms and seating to enjoy river views.

The St Lucia to West End Green Bridge will be designed to maximise park space at Guyatt Park and deliver new shade, seating and viewing areas.

Community consultation on the concept designs is open until 28 February 2022. Visit our website to have your say and to read supporting preliminary business case key findings for each project.
· Faster and more convenient connections between work, study and lifestyle precincts.
· Provide new and upgraded riverside parks.

· Improved access to bus and rail services.

· Enhanced river loop walking and riding experiences.
Summer of fun at Museum of Brisbane

Make fun memories at Museum of Brisbane this summer. From storytime and craft activities to exhibitions and tours, there’s something for everyone!
Exhibitions
· City in the Sun – Large-scale contemporary artworks alongside historical imagery.

· carriers of memory – First Nation’s art featuring fibre and textile-based weaving.

· The Storytellers: Next Chapter – An interactive experience combining art with written histories.

· Dylan Mooney: Blak Superheroes (pictured above) – Dylan Mooney depicts First Nations characters in a dynamic comic-book style.

· Brisbane City Council Outdoor Gallery – A seasonal rotation of local artists and creatives.

· Perspectives of Brisbane – Stories, photos and film.
Tours (in and departing from City Hall/Museum of Brisbane)

· City Hall Clock Tower

· Tides of Brisbane (boat tour)

· City Hall

· Public Art Walking tour

· History on the Hill, Spring Hill

· City in the Sun Highlights Tour

· BYO Baby Tour: City in the Sun

· Spanish and Japanese language exhibition tours

Visit museumofbrisbane.com.au for more information.
Bring The Storytellers to life these holidays!

Creativity, colour and crafting chaos will take over The Storytellers exhibition at Museum of Brisbane from 9 December-23 January.

Step inside a life-size storybook and fill the exhibition with colour in this one-of-a-kind interactive museum experience.

Plant a crafty creation in the handmade sunflower field, graffiti a cell inside Boggo Road Gaol, flood the walls of the exhibition with your memories and help a flock of ibises take over the city.

Exhibition entry is free, the activity is $3.
Have an Appy Holiday

Looking for holiday ideas? Plan your next day out using the Brisbane app. It really is as simple as 1, 2, 3.
1. Download the free Brisbane app from your device’s app store.

2. Discover places, events, businesses and more using the interactive map or filter by category.

3. Search and explore curated guides for inspiration or create your own.
Our favourite family spots! By Brisbane Family Explorers
· Brisbane Botanic Gardens Mt Coot-tha, Toowong

· Sir Thomas Brisbane Planetarium, Toowong

· Bracken Ridge BMX Track, Fitzgibbon

· Boondall Wetlands Environment Centre, Boondall

· Rocks Riverside Park, Seventeen Mile Rocks

Got a favourite spot in Brisbane to share? Create your own guide using the app today.
Download the Brisbane app today

Whats On - Citywide
A Christmas Carol, 2–24 December
Queensland Performing Arts Centre, South Brisbane – Various prices
Watch the classic novel by Charles Dickens come to life on stage with live music, yuletide carolling, innovative video design, lavish costumes and, of course, snow! qpac.com.au or call 136 246.
Vodaphone Ashes Series, 8–12 December
The Gabba, Woolloongabba – Various prices
Soak up the atmosphere of one of the most treasured contests in the cricket calendar and watch Australia take on England in the First Test. cricket.com.au
A Celtic Christmas, 17 December
SunPAC , Sunnybank – Various prices
Enjoy traditional tunes, heartfelt ballads and all your favourite carols wrapped up with award winning Irish musicians and dancers. sunpac.net.au
Fish Lane Christmas Markets, 19 December
Fish Lane, South Brisbane – FREE
Shop for unique gifts from colourful stalls showcasing locally made and designed ceramics, art, candles, dog accessories, fashion, skincare and more. themarketfolk.com.au
Lunar New Year, 5 February
Brunswick Street Mall, Fortitude Valley – FREE
Ring in the Year of the Tiger in the heart of the Valley. Enjoy authentic Asian cuisine and traditional performances at the family-friendly celebration. myvalley.com.au
The 10th Asia Pacific Triennial of Contemporary Art, until 25 April
Gallery of Modern Art, South Brisbane – FREE
See large-scale installations, textiles, films and artworks by more than 150 artists. qagoma.qld.gov.au
Please check event details and confirm with organisers that events are still going ahead before you make plans.
Check out the Brisbane App for more event listings

Whats on – Regional
Christmas on Brunswick
10, 17 & 23 December, Brunswick Street Mall, Fortitude Valley – FREE
Catch live music and roaming performers. myvalley.com.au
Children’s storytime in the park
31 December, 10.30-11am, Frew Park, Milton – FREE, under 5 years
Experience the magic of storytime outdoors. brisbane.qld.gov.au
Superhero escapades
15 January, 10am-12 noon, Woolcock Park, Red Hill – FREE, GOLD’n’Kids
Create a superhero character. Suitable for seniors and children 9 years and over. To book, visit bazilgrumble.com
Kids treasure hunt
17 December, 8-9am, Grinstead Park, Alderley – FREE
Jump on your bike and seek out the hidden treasure in the park. To book, visit eventbrite.com.au
Brick builders club
13 January, 10.30-11.30am, Ashgrove Library – FREE, 6-12 years
Join fun, hands-on STEM challenges to build colourful constructions. To book, call 3407 1940.
Aqua Aerobics
24 January, 9.30-10.30am, Ithaca Pool, Paddington – ENRTY FEE
Dive in for a low-impact workout, boosting movement. Suitable for seniors. brisbane.qld.gov.au
Art in bark workshop
20 December, 9-11am, Fifty Plus Centre, Brisbane City – $10, Seniors
Create a masterpiece out of the paperbark shreds of melaleuca trees. To book, call 3271 2130.
Bands in the parks – Queensland Youth Orchestra
14 January, 2-3pm, Brisbane Botanic Gardens Mt Coot-tha – FREE
Sit back to enjoy a brass concert. brisbane.qld.gov.au
Low impact fitness and pilates
25 January, 9.30-10.30am, Anzac Park, Toowong – FREE
BYO yoga mat and small dumbbells for a warm-up and gentle stretching. brisbane.qld.gov.au
Seniors resistance band strength training
27 January, 8-9am, Enoggera Bowls Club – FREE
Strengthen muscles and improve flexibility. Suitable for seniors. To book, call 0488 008 555.
Tees the season for Christmas Putt Putt at Victoria Park! 
Have a jolly good time at the festively decorated putt putt course, open until Friday 31 December.

It will be love at frost sight with new feature holes, including Frosty’s Fairway, Gingerbread Village, Elf City and Santa’s Runway. Visit the Christmas wonderland and have a hit under the lights or take an elfie with Santa, gingerbread people, giant candy canes and much more.

Christmas Putt Putt is open 6am-10pm on Sunday to Thursday and public holidays, and 6am-11pm on Friday and Saturday. To book, visit victoriapark.com.au/christmas-putt-putt
Competition

WIN! We have one family pass to the Christmas Putt Putt at Victoria Park to give away. To enter, search ‘Living in Brisbane competition’ on our website. Entries close at 5pm on Wednesday 15 December.
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