Health, Safety and Amenity
Local Law 2009

Fact Sheet

As part of its commitment to
providing a clean and safe
environment to live in, Brisbane
City Council has introduced
the Health, Safety and Amenity
Local Law 2009.

Why has the law been introduced?
The Health, Safety and Amenity Local Law 2009 will simplify
regulations by bringing together some existing provisions
from older pieces of legislation and introducing some new
requirements.
The new law will help protect community health and safety
standards, and enhance the character of the city. It is part of
Council’s Living in Brisbane 2026 vision which, amongst its
goals, aims to create a city that is clean and green.

When did it come into effect?
The Health, Safety and Amenity Local Law 2009 commenced
Monday 1 March 2010.

Who does it apply to?
As this law covers some everyday activities like bringing in
your wheelie bins, or lighting fires in your back yard, it is
relevant for all Brisbane residents. There are some provisions
which apply only to businesses.

What happens if I breach the new
law?
If you breach the law you may be fined, or Council may take
other enforcement action. However, Council would rather
work with residents and businesses to protect Brisbane’s
amenity and character.

Things to know about the law
Refuse control
• Rubbish must be covered or treated so it doesn’t attract
flies.
• Bins must be brought back onto property as soon as
practical after collection.
• Waste should not cause unreasonable odour.

Unsightly objects and vegetation

Graffiti

• Things like car bodies, scrap metal, overgrown land and
unsightly building hoardings need to be removed or
cleaned up.

• Graffiti reduces the amenity of an area and can encourage
more crime when it’s not removed.

Fires
• Fires can‘t be lit or maintained on private property
(barbecues excepted) unless it’s a designated rural area or
you have a permit.

Vehicle maintenance
• Vehicle maintenance can’t be carried out on the road,
except for minor emergency work like changing a tyre or
charging a flat battery.

Camping on roads
• Camping in vehicles on the side of Council roads is not
allowed. However, you can rest or sleep on the side of the
road for short periods to manage fatigue or stop in “Truck
Stop” or “Driver Reviver” areas.

Shopping trolleys
• Trolleys must not be taken out of shopping precincts.

• Owners of building or structures which have been
graffitied must remove the graffiti as soon as practical.
• Council will provide advice and assistance to remove
graffiti.

Hazardous fencing
• There are new rules for fences containing hazardous
materials like barbed wire and razor wire, and for electric
fences to ensure people using public spaces are not hurt.

Fly poster signs
• Fly posters signs must be placed on approved Fly Poster
Panels or surfaces specifically provided for their display.

Swimming pools and ornamental water features
• Pools, ponds and ornamental lakes must be maintained
to ensure water doesn’t become stagnant and is kept free
from weeds.

• Shop owners must take reasonable steps to ensure trolleys
don’t leave their precinct.

Community newspapers and advertising
material
• Unsolicited newspapers and advertising material must be
delivered to the letterbox or within the property boundary
of the premises.
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For more information on the
Health, Safety and Amenity Local
Law 2009 phone (07) 3403 8888
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